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Dates to Remember 
 

28 to 30 May 2026 H & HI State Exhibition 
 The Australian Italian Club, Prospect 

6 June  Bruny Island Branch Biggest Morning Tea 

10 & 24 June Bone Basics Project – Brighton Branch 

13 June Kingston/Channel Branch 90th Birthday Community Devonshire Tea 

15 – 22 June Time Out Craft Retreat, Hawley Holiday Home 
27 June H&HI Winter Wonderland Craft Day 
 Ross Town Hall  
  

 

 

L to R:  Sharon Hutton, Susan Hogan & Andrea Street with 
Rural Youth workers at Agfest 

*See more on CWA in Tasmania at Agfest on page 11* 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Members 
I trust most branches have now had AGMs and sent in branch reports and financial statements. 
Thank you to all Branch Committee members for taking on responsibility. I encourage all 
branches to draw up a yearly plan, if you have not already done so. We can give you guidance if 
you would like it. A plan gives you the opportunity to look at what is important to you in your area 
and to your members. It gives you the opportunity also to assign various small areas of 
responsibility to a number of members, whether it be for international affairs or State projects, or 
guest speakers, or catering, or buddying new members for example. 

At last I have some excellent news to share with you. We have engaged Sharn Hichins as our 
new State Secretary. Sharn will be managing the office four days a week for a start, which will 
therefore again be receptive to your calls and needs. Please make her welcome and understand 
that it will take her a while to be fully familiar with our work. 

For the last several months State Executive Members have been doing their absolute best to 
keep the Association on track but we are well aware that there have been some unanswered 
phone calls and some frustration for you. It has made it abundantly clear that we cannot, on a 
volunteer basis, keep the Association running smoothly, in a timely manner and on track. 

So my grateful thanks to Raema Hughes, Jane Norrish, Susan Hogan, Andrea Street, Jan 
Bower, Sherryl Monks and Lesley Clementson for giving up so much time to keep us going. It 
has been a difficult time but we have pulled together, worked together most co-operatively and 
harmoniously. I could not have asked for a better team 

The same has to be said for our first venture to cater for Rural Youth at Agfest. A big job, lots of 
volunteers, hard work at times, great collaboration and such generosity of spirit. For me, the 
hard work was worth it to see how well we can pull off such an enterprise and end up liking and 
appreciating each other more at the end. Lindy Perkins and her family were extraordinary. Some 
of us worked for many days and many shifts, many others for a day or two, but all willing and 
productive. Did we have a few stress points? Of course. Every lunch time was frantic trying to 
keep up with hungry customers. Every evening a cooked meal had to be ready on time for the 
Rural Youth workers who I am proud to say, were polite, appreciative young people. And we did 
well. The organisers were very happy with the quality and quantity of our catering and would like 
us to come back next year. We have not yet had a debrief, nor financial reconciliation, but will 
make a decision in due course when all the results are in. 

Stay warm and engaged.  
Adriana Taylor   0419 550 051  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Marcus Vermey and his staff for printing our News and Views each month. 
CWA in Tasmania much appreciates this support.  
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Around the Regions  
 
 

Northern Region 
 

Northern Group President’s Report 

New branch opening Cleveland Update: 

We have two upcoming dates for general information sessions, both will be held at 
St Andrews Inn Cleveland on 20 June, 10.30 am and 4 July (time to be confirmed) supported 
by local social media, State social media, radio spots, posters displayed locally and face-to- 
face at local markets.  Hopeful of enough interest to open the Branch officially by 
August/September. The Cleveland core ladies have been fantastic in getting the word out. 

Outcomes of April Group meeting. 

We had a good turnout at the group meeting, lots of good conversation around the table.  

Members have a list of issues which will be addressed by State Executive.  

As a group the decision was made to support Shekinah House as our State fundraising goal 
for the remainder of this year. They are a Launceston based organisation, non-government 
funded, community-based. They help low-income families and the homeless providing help 
with food, budgeting issues, showers, laundry, clothing and a weekly community sit down 
meal.  They have purchased a house to convert into homeless housing. We will possibly 
support one of the rooms in the house in a "Spurr Wing" type situation.  

For the past three years two members from the East have been representing CWA on Project 
North. This committee consists of and links community groups across the North of the State. I 
am seeking a further report. 

Thank you to Lucy for attending and mentoring me for the last 2 months. 

Sharon Hutton, Acting Northern Group President 
 
George Town Branch  
The Branch has just held its AGM. Many thanks to Sharon Hutton, our Acting Northern Group 
President, for attending. The Branch will keep moving forward for now.  We are busy 
fundraising for a portable ultrasound machine for our local doctors. 
Deb Smith, Branch Secretary. 
 
 
Northern Group H&HI  

The State Exhibition is fast approaching — please get your entries in ASAP.  The Northern 
Group has been working hard to try and make it a great exhibition.  As many of you would 
understand, a lot of work goes into each exhibition, but it is the State exhibitors that make the 
event . 
So drag out the amazing craft work or cook up a storm and fill out an entry form and send it in. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone there. 
Deb Smith, Northern Group Chair. 
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North-West Region 
 

North-west Group President’s Report 

SPOTLIGHT ON…. Penelope Thomas - Latrobe Branch 
Penny has only been a member for a blink but has made a generous contribution to Latrobe 
Branch. Always there whenever needed and with busy hands and a kind heart will work 
towards any task with other members. Penny is a retired teacher and farmer, and grandma to 5 
little people under 10 years old but has found time to learn French and to play the piano. 
Penny was on hand at Agfest, along with her husband Richard, who helped with the 
BBQ/hotplate like a professional. We are grateful for Penny’s contribution over the weekend.  
Lucy Murfet 
 
Latrobe Branch. 
Latrobe Branch is working together with Sassafras/Wesley Vale and Latrobe Council, towards 
their goal of constructing a nature-based children’s play area in Bradshaw Street, Latrobe as 
the branch contribution to CWA’s 90th. birthday. Planning and meetings are well underway, and 
we look forward to the result. Children certainly need to climb and jump and touch things 
naturally. 
 
Pegarah / King Island Branch 
As the broader CWA in Tasmania celebrates a significant 90th Anniversary throughout 2024–
2026, the King Island Branch has been very active. 

The Pegarah Branch on King Island has been busy maintaining its vital role within the local 
community, participating in the vibrant 2026 Australia Day celebrations at the Naracoopa 
Esplanade, by helping to judge the sponge cake bake-off organised by the Local Council, as 
well as one of our own members having their citizenship ceremony as part of the festivities. 

Branch members have been part of the local King Island Pastoral, Horticultural and  
Agricultural Show Day, where some members were stewards for the preserves section, as well 
as assisting Hydro Tasmania in judging its popular colouring competition. It was a pleasure to 
see the creativity of our island's youth on display. 

It was also a proud moment for our Branch to see our own members achieving success with 
winning prizes across various other sections of the Show. Members from CWA Victoria came 
over to assist in judging over the vast number of categories.  

Our members also played a key role during the "Whirlwind Vice-Regal Island Tour," supplying 
and hosting morning tea at the RSL Rooms for Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker 
AC, Governor of Tasmania. This visit provided a wonderful opportunity to showcase our 
Branch’s hospitality and discuss local matters during her busy itinerary, which included stops at 
the King Island Dairy, the local hospital, and the King Island Hub. It was a significant occasion 
for all residents and a reminder of the vital role our rural branches play. 

Our CWA Shop continues to be a social highlight every Friday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, 
serving as a warm gathering place for locals to enjoy our famous scones and browse a diverse 
range of items including fresh produce provided by talented locals, with sales helping fund 
local community projects. We are very grateful for the new volunteers who have stepped up to 
support us in keeping this tradition alive. 

While our island residents navigate challenges at this time with air connectivity and fuel 
security in Currie, our Branch continues to operate with only a handful of members and remain 
dedicated with an active presence in the community, continuing to meet on the 3rd Wednesday 
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of every month at 11:00am at 11 Edward Street, ensuring that the King Island spirit remains 
well-represented. 
Sumarie Stewart 
 
Time Out Craft Retreat  -  15 to 22 June  
A reminder that the Time Out craft week is happening soon, so please reply to Anne Ridgway 
or Lesley Young if you wish to attend for the day or to stay. Information flyers are available by 
contacting Anne or Lesley.  
 
Business 
North-West Group Branches have had their AGMs now and I want to remind Branch 
Executives to complete the Office Bearers’ information sheet and forward it to State Office or 
email via admin@cwaintasmania.com.au. If screenshotting, please check before sending, as 
occasionally text is not clear. Branch reports should come to me as there is a Best Branch 
Report award. It could be YOUR branch this year.  

I would, once again, strongly encourage Treasurers to keep an eye on payments with their own 
Branch list, as there are still some bank payments to be deciphered at the office. Till next time 
Lucy Murfet 
 
North-West CSO Role Transitions to the Ulverstone Branch 
The CSO role for North-West Tasmania has recently been taken up by the Ulverstone Branch, 
continuing a wonderful tradition of caring and community connection. We extend our sincere 
thanks to our predecessor, Keryn Brown, for all her hard work and dedication. Her commitment 
to CSO was truly a labour of love and laid a strong foundation for the work now continuing in 
our region. Donations are currently being organised, stored, assembled and carefully 
inventoried prior to distribution. The Australian Red Cross has generously provided a free shed 
for storage tubs, while Apex House has created a welcoming “home” base for operations. 

Already, toiletries have been donated to The Salvos Support Hub, pamper packs distributed to 
the Ulverstone Neighbourhood House, 20 mastectomy cushions delivered to the Oncology 
Ward at North-West Regional Hospital, a rug and scarf to Grove House, and a Baby Bundle 
provided to the Blue Gum Child and Family Learning Centre. CSO activities are now being co-
ordinated by a dedicated committee, with community groups already beginning to approach us 
for support. It is proving to be a very rewarding role for all involved. 
Jenny Rowden, Miranda Wynwood and Katrina O’Malley 
 
 
 

Southern Region 

Bluegum Group President’s Report  

I have been busy with Agfest, and would like to thank all those who volunteered their time to 
assist us in this event. Lindisfarne and Nubeena sent volunteers to this. 

By now all Branches have had their AGMs. Congratulations to the newly elected Executive and 
Best Wishes for a fulfilling year ahead. 

Thanks for sending in the reports from the President and the financial one to the State 
Treasurer. 

Both Adriana Taylor and I were invited to attend the Highcroft/Stormlea AGM and help them 
celebrate their 80th birthday too! We had a beautiful lunch as well and the work done in their 
lovely little Hall is so exciting to see. They had a local couple attend as Guest Speakers, who 

mailto:admin@cwaintasmania.com.au
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told their own stories about being part of such a community, and it was fascinating to listen to 
them as well. 

I hope to be able to say more about a Bluegum Forum in late July next month.  
Susan Hogan 

  

Lindisfarne Branch 

After a busy time at AGFEST, with 11 members of the Branch volunteering to assist, we had 
our regular meeting, followed by the AGM Chaired by Lesley Clementson,  President of 
Kingston Branch.  

We had a busy month, with 5 catering jobs, and a group from the Branch attending a dinner at 
Ridges on 29 May, as well as Movie Club engagements. We have been participants in a COTA 
program, being interviewed about digital literacy in the older cohort of society, or lack thereof. 
They gave us gift vouchers for our time and we were able to donate these on to the 
Community Support arm of our Branch to purchase goods for the Neighbourhood Houses. 

As a Branch we used the new donation form to also donate money to the North and North- 
West CSO funds and hope other Southern Branches do the same - it does not have to be a lot 
(even $10 helps) but it evens out the numbers between the groups a bit.  
On 22 June, at 10.00 am, the official opening of the toilets in the Hall will occur concurrently 
with a Biggest Morning Tea. We would like anyone who can come to do so, but please bring a 
plate or let us know you are coming for catering. 12 June will see us joining in the COTA Walk 
Against Elder Abuse, and on13 June we are running a BBQ in the Laneway in the morning 
(proceeds to State), and a World Knitting Day event to knit squares for the ABC in the pm in 
the Hall. A busy  month! 
Susan Hogan, President 
 

Southern CSO   
This month we will start out thanking everyone for their donations. Many have come from our 
local CWA members and members of the public. We appreciate the time you all spend making 
items to donate, we have many talented members. Every day in the shop is different. It is 
lovely when people just walk in and want to donate something they have made, been given or 
bought specially to donate. It’s nice to know that people are thinking of others in today’s 
economic climate. Many are struggling to make ends meet. We were very fortunate to receive 
a large amount of baby items, clothes and toiletries. The list of items is huge so I will just list a 
few: baby wraps, beanies, mittens, underpants, scarves, coats, blankets, knitted teddies and 
clothes for all ages. The donations have been sorted, packed up and sent out to those in need. 
The groups receiving donations this month include: 
   Tassie Mums - more than ten bags of mixed baby items 
    St John’s Ambulance - knitted teddies 
    Orange Sky - men’s clothes, blankets and toiletries 
    Warrane Mornington Neighbourhood Centre - non perishables and toiletries. 
Baby bundles will be made up soon for delivery to the Royal Hobart Hospital. 
Once again thanks everyone, I hope I haven’t missed anyone. The weather seems to have 
settled down and we are having some lovely sunny days. More rain would be good for the 
garden. Have a good month. 
Pam Watkins 
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A lovely card was received from Cancer Council Tasmania as a thank 
you for donations: 

A very big thank you to the lovely women at CWA South who  
made wig bags and turbans for Cancer Council Tasmania.  
Our clients will be most appreciative, as are we.  

          Thank you and kind regards,  
          Cancer Council Tasmania 
 
 
Swansea Branch 
From 11–24 May, as part of CWA’s 90th Birthday celebrations, Swansea Branch showcased 
some of their members’ beautiful handiwork through the ages in a local unused shopfront, as 
well as displaying branch history and memorabilia, trauma teddies, bags for the homeless and 
a baby bundle. 

The display created quite an attraction in Swansea, with tourists and community members 
stopping to admire the display, reminisce, and chat to CWA Branch members. Many wanted to 
buy what was on show. We gave away scones, raspberry jam and potted plants, which were a 
hit with those who received them. One of the things we wanted to do in our community was to 
raise the profile of CWA and attract new members. Showcasing our handiwork and allowing the 
community to see what CWA is all about was a success. So far we have welcomed two new 
members, and hopefully more will follow. 
Linda Miller 
 
Hartz Group President’s Report 
May has been a busy month with visits to nearly all the branches in the Hartz Group. It is lovely 
to see what each of the branches is doing and the friendships and socialisation that the 
branches offer their members. Friends and social events are recognised as important factors to 
reducing dementia symptoms and CWA branches are just the perfect groups for women to 
both enjoy themselves and help their health. 
Bruny Island Branch is holding a Biggest Morning Tea for the Cancer Council on Saturday, 6 
June. For more details, please check their Facebook page. 
Kingston/Channel Branch is preparing for its celebration of 90 years of CWA in Tasmania. They 
will be offering a free Devonshire Tea to anyone who drops by on Saturday, 13 June. For more 
details, please see the flyer or check their Facebook page. 

Reminder, that if your branch has held its AGM and office bearers have changed, can you 
please advise State office and myself (by email) of the new branch contact details. 
Lesley Clementson 
 
 
Derwent Group President’s Report 
Well Ladies, I trust that things are going well with the last of the Branches who will hold 
their  AGMs during the last week of May or in June. 

Congratulations to those who may be returning as Office Bearers and to those who are new 
Office Bearers. I hope that you enjoy your time over the next year. 

Conference this year will be held in the South. Branches are asked to think about resolutions 
that they would like to see on the Agenda. This may be something in your area that you wish to 
be discussed by us all. Please submit it as an agenda item (with a mover and a seconder) to 
State Office so as it can be circulated to Branches for discussion then voted on at Conference 
by delegates. So please give it considerable thought. 
Sherryl Monks 
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Brighton Branch   
The Branch will be hosting our major fund-raising event on Monday, 25 May with all proceeds 
to the Cancer Council Tasmania. The 90th Anniversary Quilt will be displayed at this function. 
All Branches welcome to attend. 

We will be hosting Bone Basics Project Parts 1 and 2 in the Brighton CWA Branch rooms on 10 
and 24 June. Makara Harris is an inspirational speaker and I would encourage CWA rural 
members to hear what this free project offers for women in rural settings living with or at risk of 
osteoporosis and osteopenia . To book a free service contact Arthritis & Osteoporosis 
Tasmania . 1800 011 041 and ask for Makara. 

Thank you to our two valued members who volunteered their time at Agfest this year. 
Margaret Hunt, President 
 
Magra Branch 
Magra would like to extend an invitation to our Soup and Sandwich Lunch on Thursday, 28  
May at 12 pm to be held at the New Norfolk RSL All welcome.   
RSVP would be appreciated to Rose Hardwick on 0407506452. 
 
 
Online Branch 
Another busy month for the Online Branch. We certainly aren’t known for sitting still! Our 
Branch was represented at two ANZAC Day services this year. Always a very moving occasion 
and a day that is so important to so many of us. Thank you Dee (Burnie) and Loretta 
(Deloraine) for both representing the Online Branch and for hand-crafting the wreaths you laid 
in honour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary Denise participated in “Women Walk the World”, walking to Crater Lake in the 
Cradle Mountain National Park on a gorgeous Autumn day. The fagus were in all their glory. In 
part as recognition of the International Year of the Woman Farmer, we have begun our 
financial loan agreement with Faatonu, a vegetable farmer in Fagasa, Savaii, Samoa. Faantou 
was, with our assistance, able to purchase garden tools and equipment, vegetable seedlings 
and fertiliser. Excitingly, she has since made the first re-payment of the loan. Sustainability in 
action, and something we are very proud of. 

Our May meeting featured another two women farmers, Monica and Cara from Hop Valley 
Herbs, who are developing a business growing medicinal herbs. We held our Annual General 
meeting on 11 May and positions were filled: Tania Brookes, President; Robyn Russell, Vice-
President, and Denise Fordyce, Secretary. We are still negotiating the position of Treasurer 
and hope to have someone appointed very soon. We welcome to our Branch Amanda, who 
joins us from the Central Highlands. Another member for whom CWA is accessible through the 
Online Branch! 
Denise Fordyce (Secretary) 
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Hawley Holiday Home 

We are fast approaching the middle of the year, and the shortest day will soon be upon us. It’s 

a wonderful time of year to be down by the beach and experience some of the wonderful 

morning sunrises and the crisp fresh air while taking a walk on the beach. 

There is a group of bathers who swim each day regardless of the weather and numerous 

children exploring the rockpools and local walks. One of the newer walks has become quite a 

favourite of the children and they have discovered that a group of fairies are now living in the 

woods along the path and have been decorating the doorways to their home in the trees. 

Maybe there will be more next time you come to stay at the CWA Hawley Holiday Home. 

Helen Dowse 

 

State Office  

 

Attention Treasurers and Secretaries: 

• Yes it's End of Financial Year Reporting time for all branches, shops and committees. The 

end of financial year paperwork was sent out in March and some of it has been updated, 

but if it has been mislaid please contact Andrea, 

state.treasurer@cwaintasmania.com.au so that you are using the correct copies of the 

reports we need. The Payment Summary is new and now called the Donation Summary. 

Please share it with your branch and decide where your priorities are. 

• After your AGM please let State Office know the Office Bearers for the coming year. 

• Also don't forget that Annual Reports are due. Let us know what your branch or committee 

has been doing over the past 12 months. When you write it down you will be surprised at 

what you have achieved.  

• Finally, please forward any membership payments you have received in a timely 

manner, and email admin@cwaintasmania.com.au with the details.  

The database is a huge job and Jane Norrish is working overtime to get our records up to date. 

All paperwork and payments are due to the CWA State Office by 30 June 2026. 

Andrea Street, State Treasurer  

 

CWA in Tasmania Membership 

As contained in the Constitution:  

Individual Membership is available to a person who wishes to join the Association and sell 

produce through the shops, use holiday accommodation, or participate in Association activities, 

but not attend Branch meetings.  

Cost:  $100 annually   

mailto:state.treasurer@cwaintasmania.com.au
mailto:admin@cwaintasmania.com.au
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Associate Membership is available to a member on closure of her Branch if the member is 

unable to transfer to another Branch due to health, difficulties in travel or a similar reason. In 

this event, she may retain her membership and all Association benefits and become an 

Associate Member. Applications in writing are to be subject to approval by the State Executive. 

Associate members can reside in other states and territories. 

Cost:  $60 annually  

 

Insurance Cover for Members 

To clarify this, all CWA members, including those over 80 years of age, are covered by public 

liability at any CWA activity, eg. meetings, shops, shows, fundraising events.  

 

Role of the State Executive 

Have you ever wondered about our members of CWA in Tasmania who work to steer the 

Association? 

The Executive is the legally governing body (or board) of an Incorporated Association whose 

role is to work collectively on their board to oversee and steer the Association, to:  

• Set a strategic vision and plan in line with the CWA mission and purpose 

• Formulate policies 

• Ensure the CWA has adequate resources 

• Work to enhance the CWA’s public image 

• Assess the Executive’s effectiveness and confirm the annual Executive at State 

Conference. 

Quite a job for these volunteers. Positions are up for election annually at the AGM which takes 
place at State Conference. Branch members can only vote for the nominated Executive 
positions in a secret ballot at their branch, and only delegated members of branches may vote 
at the State Conference. According to our Constitution (2024) to be eligible, nominees for the 
roles of: 

• State President must have been a CWA member for no less than 4 years and on the 
Executive for at least 1 year.  

• The two Vice-Presidents and the Treasurer members for 3 years and Executive for 1 
year.  

• The Group Presidents CWA members for 2 years.  

• The Editor, CSO, International Officer and Group Vice-Presidents members for not less 
than 1 year.  

• The Chair, H&HI is voted for at H&HI AGM. 

This ensures that the State Executive is drawn from the membership with strong affiliation and 
experience at the governance level. This year’s AGM will be held on 12 September at Brighton.  
 
 

 

News and Views 

To access News and Views online go to the CWA in Tasmania website:  
https://cwaintasmania.com.au/news/ 
 
 

https://cwaintasmania.com.au/news/
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Agfest 2026  —  What an Achievement for CWA in Tasmania ! 

Members from Branches across the State came together to volunteer for CWA at this year’s 

Agfest, providing fabulous food and feeding the many trades people, young farmers and the 

public – all with a smile.  

Congratulations to Lindy Perkins (Northern Vice-President and member of Launceston Branch) 

for bringing this undertaking together – a huge logistical exercise – and for being on site every 

day to oversee operations.  

Congratulations also to Susan Hogan (Bluegum Group President and President, Lindisfarne 

Branch) for undertaking the rostering and organising the accommodation.  

The many members who volunteered from branches around the State deserve praise and 

acknowledgement for the effort and hours put in. 
Special mention to Lindy’s daughter, Bridget Perkins and to her partner Tyson Berne, chef 

extraordinaire on the grill and fryers. 

Comments from an Agfest volunteer: 

 “It sounded like an adventure I haven’t done before”. 

“Important to start taking an active role where and when I can in affairs outside my Branch”. 
“A lot of laughs at the Airbnb”.  
Would I do it again?   “Yes.  I would be happy to have fun again, learn how to use equipment I 

am not familiar with and just realise how effective CWA is in the community and how impressed 

the Agfest members were with us.” 

“We did it, in the true CWA way. Working together!” 

The food was praised regularly and said to be of better quality and quantity than in recent 

times. 

One young fellow asked if he could have seconds with dessert, particularly the lemon 

meringue tarts Bridget made. “You must like them then?” he was asked. “Bloody oath I do!” he 

replied.   

The Association is proud of this achievement. 
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New Associated Country Women 

of the World President 

The new President of ACWW has been 

appointed – Marie Kennedy, from Prince 

Edward Island, Canada. Marie is a life-

time member of Brackley Women’s 

Institute. She has been a member of 

ACWW, Society President, Board 

Member, Committee Chair and Area 

President for Canada. Marie is honoured 

to now serve as World President for three 

years leading to the Centenary of ACWW.  

Mary Pocock has been elected as Area 

President of the Pacific Area.  

 

Contact Info 
 
Address:  U2/16 Albert Road, Moonah  Tas  7009 
                  PO Box 76, Moonah   Tas  7009 
Phone:      (03) 6231 3706 
Email:       admin@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 

Website:    https://cwaintasmania.com.au/ 
        editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 

State Editor:  editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 
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