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Dates to Remember 
 

27 June H&HI Winter Wonderland Craft Day 
 Ross Town Hall 

25 July  Southern Group Forum, Sorell 
 
5 August  President’s Forum 
  Lilydale Senior Citizen’s Centre  
   
11 & 12 State Conference 
September Nominations close 20 July.   
  

 
 

Lucy Murfet, Lee-anne Donnelly and Robyn Russell  
receiving awards for their contribution to CWA. 
Further details in the Online Branch Report   
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Members 
A special welcome to our new members, and to the branches currently in various stages of 
establishment. Rosebery and Cleveland are progressing well, thanks to the 
excellent assistance and encouragement of their Group Presidents. This update is an 
opportunity to share important news, invite your participation, and acknowledge the 
commitment of members across our Association.  

As we look ahead, Conference is drawing near, and our host branch, Brighton, is working 
hard to make it a memorable occasion. Registration forms are on the way, and I am 
delighted that local billets are being offered once again. Billeting helps make Conference 
more affordable and provides a valuable opportunity for members to get to know one 
another better.  

All branches have now received calls for Life Membership and Ann Samson nominations, 
and for topics of study. I look forward to your participation.  

It is also leadership encouragement time! All State Executive positions are open for 
election. While taking on a leadership position often seems daunting, it brings rewards 
with it. Having a say in determining the great work of our Association and the benefits it 
can bring to our communities is challenging, but also the opportunity to learn a lot.  

Most of us need someone else to tell us how capable and gifted we are, and encourage us 
to stand. So please be that person. Offer personal and branch support if they are elected 
and assist with a short resume. It would be wonderful to have several nominations for 
every position.  

It has been a pleasure to attend so many branch celebrations of our 90th birthday. Thank 
you for sending photos; please keep them coming as we hope to create a commemorative 
publication for all branches.  

The past few months have been difficult. Unfair and untrue accusations, criticism and 
gossip about State Executive members hurt both individuals and the Association, and do 
not reflect the Collect we all commit to. I ask that this cease. If you have concerns, please 
contact me so they can be properly aired and discussed.  

As we prepare for State Conference, it is vital that we work together, contributing real and 
meaningful change to support our communities and each other, as our Collect reminds us: 

“Let us be genuine with one another, and see in each other the best that we can find”.  

Adriana Taylor – 0419 550 051 

 
 
Billets for Conference:   

➢ Please advise State Office if you are willing to host and offer billets for State 

Conference. 

➢ Members who require billets, please advise State Office so that they can be 

co-ordinated. 

Conference Update: 
Registration Forms and further details will be sent to Branches soon.  
Branches  —  please keep an eye out.   
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State  Office 

 

Introducing the newly appointed State Secretary 

Dear Members 
I am delighted to have been so warmly welcomed by the State Executive 
and the many members I have already met or spoken with during my first 
month with the Country Women’s Association in Tasmania Inc. 
During my interview, Adriana asked me why I wasn’t already a member. My 
answer was simple: “Because I was going to join when I retired!” 
Thankfully, life had other plans, and I now realise you can join at any time. I 
am pleased to report that I am a member of the Glenorchy Branch, and I 
am honoured to be joining an organisation that has contributed so much to 
Tasmanian communities for generations. 

I am a passionate advocate for women and communities, and throughout my career and 
working in roles that helped people find their voice and tell their stories. 
My professional journey has been diverse, and I have been fortunate to work in a variety of 
roles throughout my career 

Women are a powerful force when we work together. The CWA provides a welcoming space 
where friendship, knowledge, skills, and service come together to strengthen our communities 
and support one another. Whether through advocacy, fundraising, education, community 
service, or simply lending a helping hand, our collective efforts continue to make a real and 
meaningful difference. 

I am excited about the future of our Association and look forward to meeting as many of you as 
possible in the months ahead. Please do not hesitate to introduce yourself when our paths 
cross.  I am always keen to hear your stories, ideas, and hopes for the future of CWA 
Tasmania. 

With warm regards, 
Sharn Hitchins, State Secretary 
 

Friendships between women, as any woman will tell you, are built of a thousand small 
kindnesses...swapped back and forth and over again. – Michelle Obama  

 
 
 

Around the Regions  
 
 

Northern Region 
 

Acting Northern President’s Report   

I went to St Andrews Inn on Saturday, 20 June to host Cleveland’s first expression of interest 
morning with a fantastic turnout of local ladies from the surrounding areas. Another get-
together is planned for Saturday, 4 July at 1.30 pm, with the goal of opening the branch in 
August.  Lilydale Branch will be hosting the Presidents’ Forum on Wednesday, 5 August at 
Lilydale Senior Citizen’s Centre. Lunch will be provided by Lilydale Branch with a cost of $10 
per person, starting at 11.30 am. Make sure you send anything you wish to be put up for 
discussion. Adriana will be joining us for what I am sure will be a great day of discussion and 
friendship. 
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I would like to congratulate the Northern H & HI State Exhibition team for what was a very 
successful and well run State H & HI Exhibition. Such a wonderful display of items from all over 
the State. A hard-working team of ladies, judges and stewards put together a great Exhibition 
for CWA.  
Sharon Hutton 
 
George Town Branch  
The Branch has been very busy fundraising towards the portable ultrasound machine for our 
local hospital. $2,000.00 has been raised and with the grant from our local council, this money 
will be handed over in the next two weeks. This is a much needed piece of equipment.  
Members are holding up and two of our members are looking forward to this year's 
conference.  
Deb Smith, Secretary. 
 
Launceston City Branch  
Busy as always, City Branch held our AGM with a thank you to Easts President Emma Duffy 
for chairing it. Trish Stannus has taken on the position of Secretary, replacing Sharon Hutton 
who has stepped down due to other CWA commitments. Sharon has gone into the Vice- 
Presidents role and Lindy Perkins has stayed on as Branch President with Dianne Lawson as 
Treasurer.  

It was a massive endeavour to cater for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service Car Trek at Fingal. Our Branch team, with help from 
family members and our State President, Adriana Taylor, State 
Vice President, Raema Huges and husband Duncan catered for 
180 very hungry drivers and teams, tiring but well worth the 
effort. 
 
 
Northern Group H&HI  
This year’s H&HI Annual Exhibition 2026 is done and dusted.  What a great three days, lots of 
work, but when you have a fantastic team, so much can be accomplished. We had a great 
turnout with plenty for the public to see on our Open Day. Lot of amazing work for the Judges 
to consider. Many of our exhibitors were thrilled their work won places.  The trade and cake 
stall had lots on offer, and the raffle had 12 prizes, all of which were donated. Many thanks to 
the ladies who produced yummy food from the kitchen over the three days. 

I would like to thank the members of the Northern Group for your time and effort in making the 
2026 H&HI Annual Exhibition a great success.  Also many thanks to our Judges, who travelled 
to Launceston from all over the State to judge the many sections. 

So now we are working on our summer camp craft weekend.  Keep an eye on this space for 
more information. 
Deb Smith, Northern Group Chair. 
 
 

North-West Region 
 

North-west Group President’s Report 

Conference is looming and there will be an influx of correspondence, forms and decisions etc. 
Many members in the North-west are familiar with Conference and its timelines but for new 
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members and branches it is a new experience so please ask for clarification or further 
information. Your State Executive members are available for help. 

Ulverstone Branch continues to thrive with various activities within the Branch offering 
connection and activity in an environment of friendship and fun for branch and community 
members. Crafternoon, book club and the CSO role are doing great things in a welcoming and 
enjoyable environment. 
 
Spotlight on: 
Julie Jones – Strahan Branch 

Julie is the Treasurer of Strahan Branch and, I believe, keeps a tight but 
generous reign on the finances. Julie has been a member since 1970 but had a 
break during the 90’s. In her ‘free time’ Julie loves time with her extended family 
and enjoys cooking and is a strong believer in using food productively, doesn’t 
like waste and will use her time and knowledge to create and/or recreate recipes 
with what she has at hand. Strahan Branch is extremely lucky to have Julie as a 
member, and we thank her for the dedication she shows to CWA. Bravo! 
Lucy Murfet 
 
Devonport Branch 
As the new President of the Devonport Branch, I would like to warmly thank Lucy Murfet for her 
dedication and commitment to the role over the past few years. We wish her every happiness 
in her new projects and hope she enjoys having a little more time for herself. 

We are also pleased to welcome Ann Stewart as our new Secretary and Treasurer, and we 
know she will do a wonderful job in the role. 

Our first event for the year was a free express bus trip to Burnie, where members enjoyed 
some shopping, a lovely lunch, and good company before returning to Devonport. 

We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead and to seeing our members come together 
for future events and projects. 
Vicki Roberts 
 
Ulverstone Branch 
We are into our third month of offering craft opportunities with a ‘Crafternoon’ operating on the 
second Saturday of the month and a ‘Craft Circle’ on the Tuesday of the third week of the 
month. Both events are run at Apex House in Ulverstone, which will be our regular home from 
November onwards. Attendees at the sessions can work on their own crafts or work on 
projects that use the resources donated to the Branch. Our aim is to complete articles that 
support the collections for the CSO as well as our regular trade tables and local market stalls. 
Each month there is an opportunity to learn a new craft or skill and to date there has been 
suffolk puff (yo yo) making, slow stitching and rock painting. The focus for next month will be 
knitting and pictures. Our ethos is connect, create and enjoy - with a ‘cuppa’ always on offer. 

We supported World Knitting Day by having representation at a local event ‘Hug in a Rug’ 
coordinated by the Anglican Church. As a CWA Branch we collected and donated knitted 
squares, a bag of wool and a batch of scones with jam and cream. Hug in a Rug has donated 
some completed rugs to the CSO. 

For the June meeting our Vice-President Miranda and her friend Trista introduced us to chair 
yoga. We had a great turn up to the session and participants experienced the benefits of 
meditation and mindfulness. Requests have come in for more sessions as well as a paper 
printout for use at home. We are exploring this for the future. 
Helen Pratt – Craft Co-Ordinator and Secretary. 
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North-West CSO Report  
It has been a true privilege to distribute an array of beautiful, hand-knitted and crocheted items 
— including cuddle bears, baby blankets, cardigans, twiddle muffs, scarves and beanies —
alongside essential toiletries. We have successfully interacted with: North-West Tasmania 
Women’s Shelter, Ulverstone Police Station, Victoria Street Medical Clinic, Burnie Police 
Station, Hope in a Suitcase, Salvos Support Hub, Hug in a Rug and Tandara Aged Care 
Centre.  

Significant administrative effort has been dedicated to the organisation, labelling and recording 
of all donated items. This approach ensures that our resources are managed efficiently and 
reach their intended recipients effectively. More and more donations are coming from non-
members who want to support the CWA. 

There is something truly special about the collaborative nature of our work; it is heartwarming 
to witness a family member in Canberra donating wool to a local knitter, who then crafts an 
item to be gifted through our committee. This cycle of generosity highlights the profound impact 
we can achieve when we unite for a common cause. 
 
 

Southern Region 

Bluegum Group President’s Report  

All our Branches have completed their annual renewal and sent in their reports to State Office. 
Highcroft/Stormlea combined their AGM with their 80th Birthday celebrations and I was lucky 
enough to be there, along with Adriana Taylor. Congratulations to all the new office-bearers and 
I wish you a successful year ahead. We need to concentrate on renewal and rebuilding 
membership this year.  Sorell have been busy making scones for Clarence High's Breakfast 
Club and making items for the CSO. They have agreed to host our next Group Forum, at 
Sorell, on Saturday, 25 July. An invitation and agenda will be sent out soon., and we hope to 
see lots of you attend. 
Susan Hogan 

Lindisfarne Branch 

June has been a busy month at Lindisfarne.  Apart from various social events, craft mornings, 
sewing days and shop work, the Branch has had several fund-raisers for various causes. We 
also had our CSO Committee meeting in early June - the next meeting is 6 July, at 9.30 in the 
Hall. Representatives from other branches in the South are always invited to attend. 

We ran a Laneway BBQ, kindly assisted by the staff at Woolworth s 
Lindisfarne, on the morning of 13 June and made $270. This money 
will go to State.  Shirleen Kremmer and Janine Price dressed for 
the occasion with suitable trousers! We challenge other Branches 
across the State to also run a fundraiser for State. 

In the afternoon, we celebrated World Knitting Day in the Hall, 
inviting members of the public to join us and either learn to knit or 
knit squares or sew up squares for the ABC Winter Rug Appeal. 
Alison Ritchie, Deputy Mayor of Clarence attended along with over 20 
others, and she donated a raffle prize for the day.  Money raised will 
go to a homeless women's charity, to be decided on at our next 
meeting. Participants had afternoon tea, and lucky door prizes as well 
as lots of chat.  
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On 22 June, our Biggest Morning Tea for Cancer Council was combined 
with the Official Opening of the recent renovated toilets and supper room 
in the Hall, with the Hon Eric Abetz, MP declaring them open, plus various 
other dignitaries in attendance including Brendan Blomeley, Mayor of 
Clarence, Alison Ritchie (who provided another raffle prize for us), Adriana 
Taylor and others. We were also donated another raffle prize of an edible 
bouquet by Boutique Treats by Ange.   A ribbon was cut to commemorate 
the new toilets by Rosemarie Baker (Hall Manager) assisted by two of our 
members, Sophia Cavarretta and Julia Francis.  
We finished the month with the Sweethearts Group on Sunday, 28 June, making felt hearts and 
learning to embroider.  
Susan Hogan, President 
 

Southern CSO 
We have had a wonderful month of donations by Branches, CWA members, members of the 
public and Terry White and Davey Street Pharmacies. We asked for donations of toiletries and 
everyone was very supportive and generous. Thanks must go to Sorell, Highcroft/Stormlea and 
Ranelah Branches for a variety of items.  

Recently we had two lovely ladies come into the shop to donate toiletries after hearing we were 
calling out for donations. They came to donate because they had experienced hard times 
themselves and wanted to give back to the community. Because of your generous donations, 
we were able to donate many bags of winter coats and jackets to the Winter Appeal at the 
Howrah Community Centre. 

This month Risdon Vale and Warrane/Mornington Community Neighbourhood Centres 
received donations of non-perishables, toiletries and cleaning products to help fill their 
cupboards. Toiletries and winter clothing were delivered to Tassie Mums, ten bags in total 
gratefully received. Turbans and wig bags went to the Cancer Council, and an amazing nine 
bags of toiletries and winter clothing to Orange Sky. Twenty beautiful baby bundles were 
donated to the Royal Hobart Hospital. 

Once again, thank you to everyone who donated this month. Your wonderful donations made a 
big difference to a number of charities we support. Have a good month and keep warm. 

Next CSO meeting:  Monday, 6 July, 9.30 am in the CWA Lindisfarne Hall.  
Pam Watkins 
 
Hartz Group President’s Report 
Time is flying and we are in the middle of the year already. Two of the Hartz 
branches have held successful events. The Bruny Island Branch raised 
funds for The Cancer Council with a Biggest Morning Tea on Saturday 6 
June; lots of beautiful food and an amazing cake as the prize in a raffle – 
looks too good to eat. 
 
The following Saturday, 13 June, the Kingston/Channel Branch held an 
event to celebrate 90 years of CWA in Tasmania. Please see the Branch report for a detailed 
description. 

By the time you read this, The Hobart Gift Shop together with the Lindisfarne Shop will have 
provided 400 scones, jam and cream to Dark MOFO. The Night Mass at Dark MOFO has a 
simulated CWA area with tea cosies and tea towels etc and drag queens serving scones, jam 
and cream. This event starts at 10 pm and tickets sell out very quickly. 
Lesley Clementson 
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Kingston/Channel Branch 
We have just hosted a most enjoyable day for the CWA!  Our event was well patronised and 
we served over 150 scones along with tea or coffee.  And 4 new members have joined our 
branch!  What a lovely community we live in.  It was lovely to see members from other 
branches support our event as well.  Thanks so much. 

With CWA Tasmania celebrating 90 years in Tasmania this year, this was how we, as a branch, 
chose to celebrate, and as part of that celebration, we were honoured to be able to display the 
beautiful quilt that each branch contributed to.  We received many comments about it! 

Thanks to the donation of prizes for a raffle, we were able to raise over $400, which will be 
donated to a local community organisation called Margate Community Pantry.  They provide 
free/low cost fresh and staple food items to those in our community who need a bit of help to 
put healthy meals on their table and feed their family. 
Our whole branch contributed to the day and we all feel grateful to belong to this organisation! 

On a final note, this event wouldn't have been as successful without the following: 
 the Kingborough Council for supporting the event with a Quick Response Grant 

 the Channel Museum for help with historical information 

 Boyden Hingston-Muir for donation of a raffle prize. 

Sue Millhouse 
 
Ranelagh Branch 
The June Branch meeting was well attended. We will have a break from meetings for the next 
two months, but still catch up with one another on a Friday while we work in the shop. 
We are in the process of working on two ideas – fund-raising and helping support needy 
people. These will take some time to achieve. 
We will continue to help with our yarn club and those needing help with crafts each Friday. 
Shirley Tongs 
 
Hobart Gift Shop 
One of our talented subscribers finished a very special request. A man 
came in with three shirts and asked if anyone could make a bear from each 
of the shirts. His brother had recently passed away and the man wanted 
something for his mother and sisters to remember his brother. The shirts 
had belonged to his brother. The subscriber made the bears and gave each 
bear the name of the brand of the shirt. She used a pocket from the shirt 
and sewed it to the front of the bear, placing a special little note in the 
pocket. Then, because she thought the man should have a special 
memento too, she made a cushion cover from what was left of the three 
shirts, and yes, there was a pocket with a special little note as part of the 
cushion cover. The man was thrilled. 

 
 
Our window to celebrate Dark MOFO is truly beautiful.  
Many of the volunteers who work in the shop have 
passed on many positive comments from the public. 
Well done to Tina Thain, whose inspiration put the 
window together. 
Lesley Clementon 
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Derwent Group President’s Report 
We still have lots to do before the Conference in September. I hope that you are all looking 
forward to participating this year as it is in the South at the Brighton Hall at Pontville. Derwent 
Group had their last AGM during last week; it was my pleasure to be part of it.  Congratulations 
must go to those who are new office-bearers and those returning office-bearers, sometimes in 
a new and unfamiliar position for them. Well done to all branch members within the Group for 
the work that you do within your Branch and the Group. 
Sherryl Monks 
 
Brighton Branch 
Brighton Branch members hosted a fundraiser for the Cancer Council on 25 
May at the Pontville Memorial Hall. This event provided the Branch an 
opportunity to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the Tasmanian CWA. We 
were fortunate to have members of the CWA Executive and our local 
Member of Parliament, Jen Butler, and her staff. The Brighton Council 
Deputy Mayor Barbara Curran was also in attendance. All four decided to 
become members. This fund-raiser gave our Branch the opportunity to 
showcase the CWA in action whilst fundraising for a worthy cause. 

We invited community members to take up the opportunity to attend our 
Bone Basics Project for rural women. Six women registered for the Bone Health Project as a 
result of the information we gave at this fundraising event. 
Margaret Hunt, President 
 
Magra Branch 
The Branch held a very successful soup and sandwich lunch on 28 May at the New Norfolk 
RSL Club, making a great profit with over 100 guests. 

The following letter, published in our local fortnightly paper by a former member of the Derwent 
Valley Council, says it all:  
Priceless Connection Served with Good Soup.  
There are days in the Valley when you can feel the goodness before you even step through 
the door. The Magra CWA's soup and sanger fundraiser was one of those days, sandwiches 
stacked high and the kind of fellowship you simply cannot fake. It wasn't just good food, it 
was good people with laughter bouncing off the walls, neighbours catching up, newcomers 
welcomed in without fuss, that quiet CWA magic where everyone is looked after before they 
even realise they need it .In a time when the world can feel a bit sharp around the edges, the 
Magra CWA reminded us what community tastes like, warm, generous and made with love. 
Packed out, full of fun and every dollar raised going straight back into the valley we all share. 
To the volunteers, cooks, organisers and the steady hands behind the scenes, thank you. 
You did not just serve soup, you served connection. James T. Graham, Magra.  
 
 
 
Online Branch 
As I am sure we are all aware, May is Volunteer Month. We at the Online Branch were so 
pleased for two of our members, Vice-President Robyn Russell and Lee-anne Donnelley, who 
were recognised by their local council (Latrobe in the State’s North-West) for their contribution 
to the CWA. Lee-anne is a past Treasurer of our Branch and currently serves as Cookery 
Officer; we enjoy her delicious baking at many of our events and her preserves are a mainstay 
of our fundraising efforts. Robyn has many years of volunteering in a range of organisations 
outside of CWA as well, including decades with Scouts, and our SkillShares would not be the 
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same without her. Congratulations to both women. We were pleased that Lucy Murfet, North-
west Group President, was able to attend the ceremony representing the CWA as well. 
Congratulations also go to two of our newer members, Anna and Loretta, who both achieved 
great results at their first State Exhibition. Both were awarded prizes for their cooking skills, so 
we look to be well placed for good eating into the future! 

Our Branch has taken on the challenge of Plastic and Waste Free July, and some of the ideas 
we will be embracing include ensuring we use reusable bags for all our shopping (not just at 
the supermarket), using refillable water bottles and cups, bringing reusable cutlery to events, 
storing food without plastic, looking for alternatives to plastic wrap, and making plastic free 
lunches.  

At our June meeting we explored the Japanese art of furoshiki, a no-waste means of gift 
wrapping. Our newest member, Amanda, appears to be something of an expert at the art, so 
we hope to be able to learn from her at our SkillShare! Even one little thing makes a 
difference…what can you do? 
Tania Brookes, President 

 

 

Hawley Holiday Home 

On 15 June we welcome back Ann Ridgway for her second Craft Retreat at the CWA Hawley 

Holiday Home. 

It will be interesting to hear what CWA members think of the big 

changes that have been made in the last week. 

Wyllie’s of Devonport has laid carpet throughout the bedrooms 

and new lino has been completed in the kitchen, lounge and 

entry. 

Helen Dowse 

 
 
 
Vale Audrey Campbell 30.9.1934 - 27.5.2026 

 
Audrey became a member in 1969 and we feel her loss immensely.  
Audrey joined the Wesley Vale Branch in Tasmania in June 1969, and 
what a journey she had from that day. 
Her first role after joining was at the Rest Rooms in Latrobe, where 
she cleaned, tidied the garden and served morning and afternoon 
teas. 

She was a regular on 7AD radio in Devonport for many years, 
keeping people informed about CWA events and happenings. She 
helped in the CWA shop at Devonport and was a CWA member of the 

Advisory Committee for Australian Paper and represented CWA on the State Emergency 
Committee after she had completed a training course at the Police academy. 
Her involvement in Hawley Holiday Home spanned 27 years, and covered both maintenance 
inside and outside. One of her favourite sayings was that “it would be over her dead body”, 
which was her reply when it was suggested that we sell Hawley. 

Since joining, Audrey has been a dedicated member of CWA in Tasmania and held many 
positions: Group President, Group Secretary and Group Treasurer for 14 years, Mersey Group 
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Handcraft Chairman twice, State Exhibition Chairman twice, State Exhibition Secretary, 
Treasurer and Raffle Secretary. Audrey’s involvement at Branch level for Wesley Vale and then 
Sassafras/Wesley Vale Branch includes Chairman and Treasurer and she held the position of 
Branch Secretary for 25 years. For the last 2 years Audrey was Group Vice President. 
She was well known for her catering, particularly her scone making and organised catering for 
State Exhibitions, State Choral and Drama festivals, Mersey Group luncheons at Orana in East 
Devonport for 20 years as well as catering for weddings and funeral services and the Latrobe 
Council meeting two evenings a month. She was involved with the Branch in organising the 
Latrobe Flower and Vegetable Show and also contributing to the North-West Lilium Show. 

For many years she organised old time balls at the school hall which brought in money from 
outside CWA. Audrey was pivotal in the Branch, making many donations to members of the 
community who were in need of financial assistance. Recently after one of her stints in hospital 
we donated two commode chairs for the emergency department as she discovered they had a 
shortage. 
She loved her garden and opened it on many occasions to hold a Garden Party for the Branch 
or the group. 

Audrey was awarded the Ann Sansom Award for outstanding service to the Association 
through the Branch. She was also awarded the Australia Day and Volunteers Award for the 
Latrobe Municipality. 
Audrey’s resilience knew no bounds, she was front and centre at events and her dedication 
was to be respected and admired. 

A donation was made to the Heart Foundation in Audrey’s memory and the following message 
was included on the Tributes page for Audrey’s family and friends: 
“On behalf of the Country Women's Association in Tasmania Inc, we offer our heartfelt 
condolences to Audrey's family and friends on her passing”.  
 
 
 

Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW)  

What is ACWW??? 

To tell the story of ACWW we need to go back to the beginning. 

Rural women’s groups have been around for many years with the first known 

group being formed in Finland in 1797. From there, groups formed through 

Germany and Europe and in the last century spread throughout the world including United 

Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand. A group was set up in  

Canada in 1897 after an infant died from drinking contaminated milk. 

In 1927 Mrs A Watt from the Canadian Women’s Institute introduced the idea of forming an 

International Federation of farm women. Successive meetings of representatives from various 

societies around the world were held and on 29 April 1933 they formed the Associated Country 

Women of the World. 

The Aims of ACWW are: 

➢ To raise the standard of living of rural women and families through education, training and 

community development programmes. 

➢ To provide practical support to members and help them to set up income-generating 

schemes 

➢ To give rural women a voice at international level through links with UN agencies. 

 

Marie Kenny 
World President 
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ACWW works closely with the United Nations and has consultative status on many of its 

agencies. 

Over many years ACWW has funded many development projects in 73 countries.  

Information on the work of ACWW can be found at:  

https://acww.org.uk/current-projects. 

We are a member society of ACWW and I will continue the story in the next edition and explain 

the role we play.  

State International Officer, Lesley Young AO 

 

 

Country of Study – Samoa  

Each year we have a country of study, the purpose 

being to learn what we can about that country. The 

internet is the go-to place for information or you may 

have someone in your community. 

We hold a competition of a project on the country which 

is put together by a branch and judged at State 

Conference. This may include a doll dressed in national 

costume. 

Our country this year is Samoa and I would like to see lots of entries. 

Please let me know if your branch is entering.  

State International Officer, Lesley Young, AO 

 

 

Contact Info 
 
Address:  U2/16 Albert Road, Moonah  Tas  7009 
                  PO Box 76, Moonah   Tas  7009 
Phone:      (03) 6231 3706 
Email:       admin@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 
Website:    https://cwaintasmania.com.au/ 
        editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 
State Editor:  editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bringing Women Together         Supporting the Community  

Special thanks to Marcus Vermey and his staff for printing our News and Views each month. 
CWA in Tasmania much appreciates this support.  
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