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Dates to Remember 
 

10 August Lindisfarne Branch – Mayoral Reception to celebrate 
85th Birthday and CWA 90th Birthday combined  

15 August Cleveland Branch inaugural meeting 
17 August Derwent Group Forum  
22 August George Town Branch High Tea Buffet 
29 August Cressy Branch – 87th Birthday and CWA 90th Birthdays 

combined 
  

 
 
 
   
11 & 12 State Conference 
September   

 

The Anniversary Quilt on display in the Hobart Gift Shop 
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President’s Message 

Dear Members 

Planning for our State Conference is always an exciting time. 
I am looking forward especially to the learning experiences available to you on the Friday 
afternoon and hope you will all be able to join us for them.  
You should by now have received Conference details and registration forms. I look forward to 
seeing many of you in September, and the handing over of leadership of our Association to the 
new team. 

The current State Executive has been a cohesive, hardworking and smart team. Finances are 
being well managed and we have initiated new ventures like Agfest and working better with like- 
minded community organisations. 

Over the last few months I have also been reaching out to our hardworking women 
Parliamentarians and Local Government leaders, and am pleased to be able to tell you that the 
Hon Tania Rattray MLC, Meg Webb MP and Deputy Mayors of Brighton and Dorset have already 
joined our Association. While they may not be able to attend many branch meetings, it does mean 
that it opens up valuable two-way communication between our Association and State and Local 
Governments. 

Group Presidents have dedicated serious attention to re-opening and re-invigorating branches, 
with particular congratulations to North-West Group President Lucy Murfet, who has overseen the 
opening of Circular Head, Latrobe, Ulverstone, and most recently Rosebery Branch in the last two 
years. We warmly welcome all those branches and new members and well done Lucy! 
We look forward also to the opening soon of a new branch at Cleveland and the potential 
re- formation of Oatlands. 

And of course I would not have been able to do without the generous and wise support of my 
Vice-Presidents, H and H I Chair, Group Presidents and Editor. What a team! 

Our State Secretary, Sharn Hitchins, has settled in well and I am pleased to be hearing your 
positive comments about her quick and comprehensive responses to your calls and emails. 
She still has a great deal to learn about the Association, so please continue to help her with your 
knowledge, patience and support. 

Thank you all for your continuing service to the Tasmanian community. 
Adriana Taylor 0419 550 051 
  

 

State Conference  

View the Notice of State Conference and Annual General Meeting on the Events page of 
the CWA in Tasmania website.   
 

Friday afternoon activities    1.00 – 4.00 pm 

➢ Free resources from like-minded organisations 
➢ State Treasurer – help with financial matters, explanation of financial and raffle policies 
➢ Digital Champions – help with using mobile phones and particularly My Health Record  
➢ 2.00-3.00 pm       TasTafe Digital Literacy presentation  (Robins’s Nest) 
➢ Melanoma Awareness  

https://cwaintasmania.com.au/events/
https://cwaintasmania.com.au/events/
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International 

 
What is ACWW?  (cont. from July edition) 

A World Conference is held every three years. There have been several held in Australia 
including one in Hobart in 2004 which was attended by 650 delegate and 60 partners from over 
40 countries of the world. This included for the first time a delegation from China. The last 
conference was in Canada this year and unfortunately we weren’t represented. 

Prior to these conferences workshops are held for members where they can learn some 
management and leadership skilsl and some crafts that they can use in their communities to help 
support themselves and families. 

Following the World Conference in Hobart we started a State project which saw members in 
Tasmania raise money for an ACWW society in Bangladesh so they could increase the 
awareness of breast cancer and hypertension which is the biggest killer of rural women in that 
country. This allowed medical people to get into the more remote communities.. 
Tasmania has worked with other societies in the South Pacific Area in many ways including 
sending sewing aids to the women and educational items for the children. 
Resource teams have travelled to the islands to conduct workshops in leadership and how to 
make the best use of other items we send to them. 
We have provided water tanks to families in Samoa including a water tank to a family who are 
isolated from their community because the children were blind. 
The women in Papua New Guinea lost their seed potato crop a few years ago and as a potato 
growing State we were able to help them find replacements. We have also sent sewing machines 
to the women in Papua New Guinea. We have supplied vegetable seeds and gardening 
equipment to the women on Samoa and Tonga. This enabled them to grow vegetables and 
become self–sufficient by feeding their family and selling the surplus. The biggest problem we 
had with giving this assistance was the cost of getting the articles to the islands. We were 
constantly sending parcels and they could cost over $80 per parcel depending on weight. We 
have partnered with Rotary to get items over particularly to Fiji. This cost is why we rely on 
donations from branches. 

South Pacific Area conferences are held every three years. The next one is in the Northern 
Territory next year. At these conferences we can have 5 delegates and as many observers who 
want to attend. More information will be available at a later date. Start saving. 

Covid put a stop to a lot of what we did in the area and to our role at an International level. There 
have also been some changes in how things are done. This includes how projects work. 
I will follow with more information next month. 
. 

*   Don’t forget – Country of Study – Samoa   * 

I hope you are all busy getting your projects ready for conference. 
Each year we have a country of study, the purpose being to learn what we can about that country. 
The internet is the go-to place for information or you may have someone in your community. 

We hold a competition of a project on the country which is put together by a branch and judged at 
State Conference. This may include a doll dressed in national costume. 
Lesley Young AO, State International Officer 
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Around the State  
 
 

Northern Region 
 

Acting Northern President’s Report 

A busy August for the North. The Northern Group Fundraiser Trivia Night  (running the kitchen) for 
Shekina House was held on 24 July. A huge thank you to all who helped at the venue or by 
providing slices and savouries for the event. 

A number of 90th birthday celebrations are being held across the north this month as well as a 
High Tea hosted by the George Town Branch.  I do hope to get to as many of them as possible. 

After many months of planning the Cleveland Branch will hold their first meeting on 15 August at 
1.30 pm at St Andrews Inn. The ladies have some fantastic ideas to get involved in the 
community. 
Sharon Hutton 

 

George Town Branch  
As of the end of June, the Branch has now presented a cheque for $4,000 to Dr Tim Mooney, one 
of a dedicated team of doctors to purchase a portable ultrasound machine for our local hospital. 
Many thanks to our members and our local council for their support in making this possible. The 
Branch is holding a High Tea Buffet on the 22 August, from 1.30 - 3.30 pm, at the Uniting Church 
in George Town.  The cost is $20.00 per head. Flyer out soon. Would love to see members from 
other branches. 
Deb Smith, Secretary 
 
Lilydale Branch  
The Branch has been working diligently behind the 
scenes, supported by the incredible generosity and 
kindness of our local community, to assemble an 
outstanding collection of donations for people 
experiencing homelessness and those doing it tough. 
These donations have been carefully packed and 
distributed through our CSO for delivery to those who 
need them most.     (Pictured is just a small selection of 

donations) 

It has been truly inspiring to see what can be achieved when we come together and engage our 
community. The overwhelming support has made a real difference, and we are incredibly grateful 
to everyone who has contributed. 

We are also delighted to welcome some new members to our branch and look forward to the 
ideas and enthusiasm they bring. As the weather begins to warm, we are excited to start planning 
a series of craft days, providing a wonderful opportunity for members and the community to 
connect, create, and enjoy each other's company. 
Katrina Lynch, Acting Secretary  
 
Northern Group H&HI 
The group has finally finished the last of the paperwork from Exhibition, and are ready to hand 
over to Town and Country for them to move forward with their plans for 2027. Good luck ladies.   
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We are holding our summer retreat in November, with lots on offer.  Keep an eye out for 
information coming your way soon. 

Last month we were happy to host three ladies from Winnaleah/Derby. They have now joined us 
and the group will be travelling to Scottsdale in September.  Welcome on board. Looking forward 
to seeing your many talents, and to learn something new. 
Deb Smith, Northern Group Chair 
 
Northern CSO 
Thank you to several branches: Lilydale Branch who did a call out in their local area for items - 
these were distributed to a variety of organisations; East Launceston for their donations of cancer 
cushions; Jenny Ivey’s craft group in Longford for their lovely donations. 
I ask again, if your branch donates items to organisations can you please let me know so I can 
report it. 
I’m urgently seeking cancer cushions and bags and Cuddle Teddies (formally Trauma). If anyone 
needs a pattern for these please let me know and I can give you one. 
Lindy Perkins      Lindyloo_88@hotmail.com 
 
 
Launceston Shop 
We are thrilled to be a finalist in the local business awards; 
the winner will be announced in August. This achievement 
wouldn’t be possible without the hard work of our subscribers 
doing such lovely work/cooking, our volunteers who manage 
the shop and of course the management team, thank you to 
every single one of you. 

The shop is low on baby items in white. 
Lindy Perkins 

 

North-West Region 

 

North-west Group President’s Report 

SPOTLIGHT ON:   Aileen Dowling - Devonport Branch 
Aileen has been a kind and generous member for 4 years and has been a 
presence behind the scenes and is instrumental to keeping her branch well 
fed and watered. Aileen has a steady influence on members, and nearly 
always gets through business if she has brought a plate of food as Aileen is a 
great cook and enjoys cooking for friends and family. Each Christmas, Aileen 
spends time in Smithton where she joins others with a Christmas pudding 
bonanza, sometimes cooking up to 200 for different groups. Aileen has 6 
children, 11 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. In her spare time (?), 
she still enjoys Scottish dancing. 

I am not starting with the weather, we all know its winter so it is what it is. 
Spring is around the corner. As an avid, but untidy gardener, I love the spring 
bulbs, although the exception is bluebells. The challenge is to convince me that they have merit. 

You all have been provided with copious documents and emails and forms etc. etc. lately and I 
know most branches and members have just got on with the job. Thank you. 

 

 

mailto:Lindyloo_88@hotmail.com
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Conference is the most significant event on the calendar now, and there are resolutions coming in 
that reflect a new and progressive CWA. This is an opportunity to ensure your branch has a 
voice. Please discuss the resolutions with your members and please don’t assume they are not 
interested. If a member cannot attend and your branch wants to vote a certain way, a proxy may 
be used. We are all experienced with State Conference BUT do you have new members? 
Communication is key to an inclusive branch. If you need a proxy to vote for your branch, please 
ask, email or call or text, and I can arrange to help. 
Lucy Murfet 
 
Circular Head Branch 
We might be small but we’re mighty, well that might be a 
bit of an exaggeration, however the Circular Head Branch 
has been working hard for our community. We are a small 
group of 11 dedicated members working to help others 
 
Lately we have been focused on homeless people and 
those transitioning from being homeless to having a 
home. A local community centre, ‘Wyndarra’, helps those 
that are transitioning, So we have purchased and donated new sheets and towel sets along with 
some pots and pans. Everyone deserves something new when restarting their lives. 
We presented these items to Margaret from Wyndarra at our last meeting. These were purchased 
from funds raised at our Easter raffle. 
We’re planning a Father’s Day raffle to fund our next community project. 
Janine Marthick, President 
 
 
Ulverstone Branch 
The Branch has been busy giving donations of requested 
items to Oakleigh House the Women’s and Children’s 
Shelter in Burnie, the Dementia Ward at Mt St Vincient 
Nursing Home in Ulverstone, FDSV The Family Domestic 
Sexual Violence Support Group for Women in West 
Ulverstone and Cup of Kindness who provide free meals 
to the Ulverstone community. 

 

At our last meeting we welcomed Kelly Dernehl of New Mornings who provide Grief Support for 
those suffering from loss, Student Mentoring with the IMPACT (Inspiring Minds for Positive Action 
Cultivating Transformation), The Lounge where women can connect and belong and the New 
Hope Garden. 
Helen Dowse, Treasurer 
 
North-West CSO Report  
It has been a busy and rewarding few weeks for our NW region. A collection of donations was 
dropped off to the Smithton Branch - baby bundles for Smithton Hospital and an assortment of 
crocheted rugs, beanies, and Twiddlemuffs to the residents at Emmerton Aged Care. The volume 
of support we’ve received is so encouraging.  

Special thanks to Tania Brooke’s Online Branch and Ann Ridgway’s dedicated band of crafters for 
their amazing contributions.  

We are also sincerely grateful to the wider NW community, including groups like Farm it Forward, 
for three car loads of resources.  
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Our digital reach continues to grow; our Facebook post regarding the Buddy Bears donated to the 
Burnie Police Station has reached 102,603 views, highlighting the immense community interest in 
CWA’s ongoing efforts.  

We were pleased to spend an afternoon with President Adriana Taylor discussing all that’s 
happening in this new role being undertaken by the Ulverstone Branch. 
Committee: Jenny Rowden, Helen  Dowse, Miranda Wynwood, Katrina O’Malley 
 
 

Southern Region 

Bluegum Group President’s Report 
I have been away on a holiday, out of the State, and only just returned. However, the Bluegum 
Group Forum was organised prior to my leaving and ran on 25 July. We had two guest speakers 
to start the Forum, from Hobart Women's Shelter, talking about the fastest growing demographic 
of homeless women - women over 50 - and the reasons for this and special needs of this group. 

All members of the Group sent along representatives and Sorell very kindly hosted the event at 
the Sorell Community Hall. Our new State Secretary, Sharn Hitchens also attended, as did our 
State Treasurer, Andrea Street and State Editor Jan Bower.  Many Governance issues were 
discussed.  
Susan Hogan 
 
Lindisfarne Branch 
Towards the end of July, we had an invitation to join with others at a 
"Cuppa with a Cop" event at our local Banjo's. We had a stall 
selling cookbooks, jam and tea towels, met a few locals and had 
lots of good conversation.  

On 10 August we are being celebrated for our 85th birthday, 
combined with CWA's 90th with a Mayoral Reception at the Howrah 
Community Centre. Janine Price has made us a fruit cake for the 
occasion. Members of the public have been invited to attend. 

On Saturday 8 August, Thyla Swing 1926 will be playing jazz at the Hall and on Friday, 14 August, 
the Black Swans of Trespass will be playing, while between 20-23 August, the Annual Hobart Doll 
Show will be at the Hall again.   

Sweethearts Group is in recession for July and August as so many people are away. However, 
the Dressmaking Fortnightly will be on 31 July, all welcome, and Craft Mondays are still running 
from 9.30 am to 12.00, with morning tea. The CSO Committee meeting will be on 1 August in the 
Hall, around 10.00 am. All Southern Groups are welcome to send a representative to this 
meeting.  

Our branch is organising a social group to Rydges for High Tea on 23 August and we look forward 
to sharing good times and lots of laughter. 

Members have been talking about the current topics for CWA 2026 and organising resolutions to 
go forward to the State Conference, as well as thinking of new topics for 26/27.  Many members 
attended the Bluegum Group Forum, hosted by Sorell on 25 July. 
Susan Hogan, President 
 
Southern CSO 
What a busy month we have had! It never ceases to amaze me every month when I sit down to 
write my CSO Report of the generosity and support shown to the CWA. We are very fortunate to 
receive donations from Branches and members and also very pleasing to receive donations from 
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members of the public. They recognise what a service we provide for the community and are 
happy to support the work we do at the CWA. This month we have recorded donations delivered 
to Short of a Sheet, Baby Bundles, Orange Sky, Tassie Mums, Risdon Vale Neighbourhood 
House, Catholic Care, Roy Fagan Centre, Glenorchy Police Station, Cancer Council, Mt Carmel 
Collage and a number of departments at the Royal Hobart Hospital. One of our members 
commented this month “It really hits home how busy the CSO is, and what a significant service it 
is, everyone is needed. Our CSO is vibrant, busy and flexible. We have members who can help 
do some things, some can do more, some happy to help on busy days. All are welcome to help, 
or just come to the meetings”. 

This month included dozens of donations of items too numerous to list, used to help make up 
Baby Bundles and send some to Tassie Mums. Highcroft/Stormlea Branch have amazed us with 
hundreds of knitted teddies, Ranelagh Branch with knitted squares to make blankets, non-
perishables and toiletries from Hobart View Club and Sorell Branch with wig bags, turbans, 
twiddle muffs and baby items. 

While making up Baby Bundles before our meeting, we had a couple of our craft ladies come 
over to see what we were doing. It was lovely to chat to them and show them what we were 
doing. Some of these ladies donate items for the bundles too. We received some very positive 
feedback from Orange Sky after our call out for toiletries. “Our donations made an immense 
impact on the community in need. One man was happy to take perfumed soap and female 
deodorant as he hadn’t had anything for so long. It was also noted with the cold weather that 
people on the street aren’t covering their hygiene as well because the only available water is cold 
taps”. 

So ladies, whenever you ask yourself if your donations are appreciated and helpful, the answer is 
a loud resounding YES, they do help in so many different ways and each and every one is 
appreciated by so many people. There are people out there in the community hurting. Stay 
positive, safe and warm. 
Pam Watkins  
 
 
Hartz Group  
Kingston and Channel Branch  
The Branch has had a few busy weeks.  One on the catering front, which is very new to us, and 
another where we again made the presence of the CWA in our community known, by helping out 
at the annual Soup, Sandwich and Slice Luncheon organised by local icon Edna Pennicott, which 
raises much needed funds for Kingborough Helping Hands.  We also welcomed 4 new members 
to our Branch thanks to the successful community day we held last month.  We are actively trying 
to let our community know that we are here, so hopefully we can get some more members. 
A donation went  to a local community group called Margate Community Food Pantry.  Which they 
gratefully accepted and have "paid it forward" to those in need in our community by providing free 
frozen produce.   Sue Millhouse, Secretary 

 

 

 

Left: The team at Margate 
Community Food Pantry 
 
 
Right:  Two very shy Branch 
members who worked in the  
Kitchen at Edna’s Luncheon 
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Derwent Group President’s Report 
Conference will be here before we know it. I hope that everyone is looking forward to being in 
Hobart this year and have given thought to resolutions for all of us to get our teeth into. Who our 
next State President will be or who will take office in other roles; the country we will study or the 
produce we will be looking into; the health topic will we be looking at, but most of all who we will 
be raising funds for after September?  
Sherryl Monks 
 
Metropolitan Branch 

 
Over the past few meetings, the Branch has been collecting pantry 
items which we donated to the Salvation Army for their domestic 
violence home, McCrombe House.  
Sherryl Monks  

 
 
 

Midtown Branch  

Supporting Women Transitioning from Amelie House 
Midtown Branch members recently assembled a series of thoughtful exit hampers for women 
moving on from Amelie House into more permanent accommodation. These hampers are 
designed to provide a blend of essential items and small feel-good comforts — practical support 
paired with a gesture of care as residents take their next steps toward stability and independence. 

Amelie House, operated by the St Vincent de Paul Society Tasmania (Vinnies), is a 
meanwhile-use project providing safe, stable accommodation for women experiencing or at 
risk of homelessness. In the midst of Tasmania’s worsening housing crisis, the transformation of 
this long-standing crisis accommodation site has created a vital space for women seeking 
security and a fresh start 

The hampers prepared by Midtown Branch members offer more than just supplies; they represent 
community solidarity, compassion, and encouragement for women rebuilding their lives. It is a 
privilege for our Branch to contribute to this important work and support residents during such a 
significant transition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johanna Warren, Secretary  
 
 
Online Branch 

June certainly saw the Online Branch out and about. We had a presence at the inaugural Kinda 
Forward Festival, held on the UTAS campus at Inveresk on 27 June. The focus of the festival was 
sustainability in all its meanings, and brought together guest speakers and stall holders from 
primarily the greater Launceston area. It was a fabulous opportunity to get the CWA in Tasmania 

  

Anita and Juanita from  
the Salvation Army  
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Online Branch name out there in the community and for us to both learn about and talk with 
others about some of our key passions. Congratulations to all on the organising committee of the 
event, it was a very successful day for all involved. Members Denise, Robyn, Lee-anne and Dee 
all put in the hard work to represent CWA and our Branch. 

We were pleased for President Tania Brookes, who received a scholarship to attend the National 
Volunteering Conference in Adelaide. We share her report with you all:  

Attending the National Volunteering Conference held over 3 days in June at the National Wine 
Centre of Australia, Adelaide was an incredible opportunity to learn about emerging trends in the 
volunteering sector and to hear about the innovative and inspiring work happening around the 
country. From grassroots initiatives, to AI Tech for Purpose, Not For Profit Governance as Culture 
not a Checklist, Rural Volunteering insights, tools for change, Pathways for Young Aboriginal 
Women and highlighting volunteer lived experience - it was all happening at this gathering. A 
scholarship from Department Human Services facilitated attendance as part of the Tasmanian 
delegation including staff from Volunteering Tasmania. Networking over lunch opened a 
conversation with the President of the CWA Alice Springs Branch and we enjoyed sharing CWA 
insights around conference sessions we thought were relevant to our respective branches. As 
members of CWA, membership invariably interchanges with volunteering either formally or 
informally. Personal growth, innovation, resilience and adaptation come from opportunities to be 
inspired by visionary leaders who evolve with the changing landscape in volunteering in the not-
for-profit sector. 
It is the lived experience of being in service to one’s community that brings fulfilment, motivation 
and purpose to many.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President, Tania Brookes  
Secretary, Denise Fordyce 
 
 

Hawley Holiday Home 

The new flooring has been completed by Wyllie’s and all the guests who have stayed have given 

very favourable responses. The carpet in the bedrooms has made them comfortable, warmer and 

the colour is a good choice is the feedback we are receiving and that the correct choice was 

made by us of the vinyl for the other areas. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you as our guests through the rest of the year and into 2027 

if you have already booked. 

 

 Part of the Tasmanian delegation  
at the Conference Dinner.  
[Photo courtesy of Volunteering 
SA/NT] 

Tania Brookes (centre) with Lauren 
Winter, President CWA Alice Springs 
Branch and Edwin Joseph JP 
Darwin City Councillor   
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If you are still looking at taking a break at the CWA Hawley Holiday Home, the following dates are 

still available 

3 May – 14 June 

21 June – 5 July 

13 September – 20 September 

18 October – 22 November 

29 November – 6 December 

Do contact us if you would like to book a break  

at Hawley at cwatas.hawleyholidayhome@gmail.com 

 

Helen Dowse 

 

 
 
 

State Office  
 
 
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants 

Six weeks into my role as State Secretary, I have already discovered something I suspected from 
the moment I accepted this position: The Country Women’s Association in Tasmania is far more 
than many people imagine. 

Following the recent article published in The Mercury, I have been genuinely humbled by the 
number of positive messages, emails, and conversations from members and the wider 
community. Many people told me they saw the CWA differently, and an organisation that is 
modern, compassionate, inclusive, and deeply committed to supporting women, families, and 
communities across Tasmania.  That is exactly who we are. 
We are proud of our traditions that have brought women together for generations, preserving skills, 
friendships, and countless memories. Those traditions are part of our story and always will be. 

As I write, State Office is preparing for our 90th State Conference while supporting our 38 
Branches across Tasmania. We continue to welcome new members every week, and it is exciting 
to see our Association growing. Growth brings opportunity, but it also brings responsibility, and I 
am grateful for the patience and kindness so many members have shown as I settle into this role. 
Although I am employed part-time and currently the only paid staff member in State Office, I have 
never felt alone because so many members, and especially the State Executive, generously 
volunteer their time, knowledge, and encouragement.  You may also meet or speak to my 
daughter, Elizabeth, who is volunteering in the office each week. 

One of the greatest lessons I learned is women are an extraordinary force when they choose to 
work together rather than against one another. There is an old saying that has always resonated 
with me: The only time we should ever look down on another person is when we are reaching out 
a hand to help them up. We’ve been built by generations of remarkable women who gave their 
time, talents, and compassion so that those who followed would inherit something stronger than 
they found. We quite literally stand on the shoulders of giants. That legacy carries with it a 
responsibility, and we should strive to ensure that we never stand on the shoulders of other 
women simply to elevate ourselves. Instead, we lift and celebrate one another’s achievements, 
we mentor, encourage, and support each other because another woman’s success never 
diminishes our own.  When one woman succeeds, our Association succeeds.  When one Branch 

The view from the deck at the front 

of the CWA Hawley Holiday Home. 

 

 

mailto:cwatas.hawleyholidayhome@gmail.com
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thrives, we all benefit.  When one member feels welcomed, valued, and heard, we all become 
stronger. 

I have been touched by stories shared with me. Some families have belonged to CWA for 
generations. Others joined recently looking for friendship, purpose, or a way to contribute to their 
community. Every story is different, but they all share one thing in common: Connection.  And 
that’s our greatest strength. 

As we look towards State Conference and 90 years of CWA in Tasmania, I hope we embrace 
both our proud history and our exciting future. Honour those incredible women who came before 
us by leaving our Association stronger, kinder, and more inclusive for those who will follow. 
Together, there is very little women cannot achieve. 

Thank you for welcoming me so warmly into the CWA family. It is a privilege to serve this 
remarkable Association, and I look forward to the journey we will continue to share. 
Sharn Hitchins, State Secretary 
 
 
 

Items of Interest  
 
 
 
 
 

          Vale Lilly Johnson 
 

 
 
13 March 1926 – 27 June 2026.  

Born in Dover into the Owens family as an only child Lily had a lot of freedom growing up in a 
small country town. The Owens family are still in the Dover district.  She loved animals and rode 
her horse to visit everyone. She was educated at Dover State School and attended Hobart High 
School for only two years due to having to pay for everything and travel was difficult. She was a 
Girl Guide and Scout and worked in the community. Lily decided on nursing and after four years 
of intense training was employed at the Royal Hobart Hospital, putting it all into practice, and 
worked for a prominent surgeon for eight years. Lily was popular and had lots of friends. She 
married Minty Johnson and had eight children.  

Lily joined the CWA, not as a member but as a ‘young lady’ after leaving high school. Her parents 
encouraged their children to join good organisations. Country women supported themselves in 
those days and became stronger than ever because of their involvement in the war effort. 
Everything was rationed because of the Depression but everyone helped each other.  
Lily was an exceptional lady, a matriarch of the Sandy Bay Branch and held many roles in the 
Branch. She was very sensible and retained a very sound mind in later years.  
She said the Collect and meant it.  
Comments contributed by Mary Le Levre, former Secretary, Sandy Bay Branch  
 

Lily was 100 years and 100 days old when she passed away. She joined CWA in 1952 and was a 
valued member of the Sandy Bay Branch and a great asset to the Branch and a friend to all. Lily 
left behind a son David and daughter Margaret and 5 grandchildren who will miss her very much. 
Farewell Lily, you will be sadly missed by many. 
Sherryl Monks 
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CWA in Tasmania Website       Home - CWA Tasmania 

Recent additions to the website: 

➢ Notice of State Conference and Annual General Meeting 
➢ Policy documents 

o Privacy Policy 
o Confidentiality Policy  
o Financial Management Policy 
o Branches, Shops and Committees Financial Management Policy 

➢ Ulverstone Branch 

If you have any queries, or would like to provide feedback on the website, please contact the 
State Editor: editor@cwaintasmania.com.  It is continually evolving.  

Jan Bower 

 

Cressy Branch 87th Birthday Celebration 
and 

CWA in Tasmania 90th Birthday Celebration 
 
 

Longford Memorial Hall 

Saturday, 29 August 2026 
10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

 
 Craft display – members available to advise on sewing or 

craft 
 Morning Tea – scones, tea/coffee for sale 
 The Anniversary quilt on display  

 

DERWENT GROUP FORUM 

All Members are invited to attend the Group Forum 

17 August 2026 

10.00 am 
Brighton CWA Rooms, Pontville  

 
Enjoy interesting Guest Speakers. 

Please bring your lunch.     Morning tea will be provided. 
 

RSVP to Sherryl Monks by 14 August 2026 
Email:   sm1949@hotmail.com 
Phone:  0414 789060 

https://cwaintasmania.com.au/
mailto:editor@cwaintasmania.com
mailto:sm1949@hotmail.com
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Contact Info 
 
Address:  U2/16 Albert Road, Moonah  Tas  7009 
                  PO Box 76, Moonah   Tas  7009 

Phone:      (03) 6231 3706 

Email:       admin@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 
Website:    https://cwaintasmania.com.au/ 
       editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 
State Editor:  editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bringing Women Together         Supporting the Community  

Special thanks to Marcus Vermey and his staff for printing our News and Views each month. 
CWA in Tasmania much appreciates this support.  
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