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Dates to Remember 

State Conference and AGM 

State Handcraft and Home Industries General 
Meeting and AGM   

Friendship Lunch hosted by Latrobe Branch 

11-12 September

11 September 
4.00 pm 

5 October 
12 noon Latrobe Bowls Club    

CWA Launceston Shop – winner of the Outstanding Specialist Retail Business at the 
Launceston and Northern Tasmania Local Business Awards 

L to R: Trish Stannus, Sharon Hutton, Lindy Perkins, Diane Lawson, Sue Wolverson 



2 
 

 
State Conference 

Richard and Jan Gould have purchased a former student accommodation house in South 

Hobart named Blue Sky House that can house up to 10 and are turning it into low-rent housing 

for older women at risk of homelessness.  

Jan will give a presentation at Conference and CWA in Tasmania would like to support them by 

seeking donations from attendees. Items needed are toiletries, linen, towels and non-

perishable food items. Gift vouchers would also be most welcome.  

90th Birthday Badges 

For those Branches who have not yet received their 90th Birthday badges, they are available 

from State Office.  

President’s Message 
 
Dear Members 

This is my last opportunity as your State President to say how proud I am to stand beside 
so many clever, and generous women working for the betterment of our communities. 

As an Association we are turning the corner, steadily increasing our numbers and 
branches, becoming more digitally literate yet always with the same spirit. Let us continue 
to love, laugh and serve. I especially recommend that we provide more times for us to 
laugh! 

Conference this month will see a significant change in the leadership of our Association. I 
have been blessed with a loyal, hardworking team and I am very grateful for their 
friendship, hospitality and support over the last three years. I can wish the new State 
Executive no more than that. Thank you all. 

Conference is almost upon is and I encourage members to come early and take 
advantage of the free, group and one on one information opportunities on Friday 
afternoon. I am looking forward our new Governor opening Conference on Saturday 
morning and the rare and precious opportunity we will have to spend time with Robyn 
Moore as our guest speaker. She is a truly life-changing, inspiring speaker. 

If you have not yet registered for Conference, do so if you can. I am sure we can still make 
a place for you. 

I was pleased to attend President’s Forums in both the North and Derwent Groups this 
month, both well attended and lively. Congratulations especially to Acting Group President 
Sharon Hutton on establishing Cleveland Branch, and welcome to those new members. 

Thank you to those of you who have been asking me what I will do with my time, worrying 
that I will be bored. Never fear. I am looking forward to catching up with my friends, 
spending more time with my family, weeding my neglected garden, getting back to some 
regular exercise and especially doing some travelling! 

Adriana Tayor  0419550051  

 

The strongest of warriors are these two: time and patience.     Leo Tolstoy. 
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Moving Forward Together with Passion and Purpose 

As we move towards our 90th State Conference, there is a wonderful sense of anticipation 

across our Association. Conference is more than a meeting on the calendar; it is an opportunity 

to come together, celebrate what we have achieved, learn from one another, have some fun, 

and contribute to shaping the future of our CWA in Tasmania. 

I would like to sincerely thank our State Editor, Jan Bower, for the tremendous work she does 

compiling, editing, and sharing the wonderful news from Branches across Tasmania in each 

edition of News & Views. The stories and photographs submitted by Branches remind us of 

just how much happens throughout our Association and the difference our members make in 

their communities. 

As we approach our Association’s election next month, I want to acknowledge and thank our 

current State Executive for their commitment, leadership, and service. In particular, I extend my 

sincere appreciation to our outgoing State President, Adriana Taylor. Leadership requires 

generosity, resilience, and a willingness to put the interests of the Association ahead of 

oneself, and I thank Adriana for the contribution she has made during her time as State 

President. 

Our 90th State Conference on 11-12 September will be a particularly special occasion. We are 

delighted to welcome Robyn Moore AM as our keynote speaker, and I’m looking forward to 

hearing her message as she inspires and challenges us to consider our future, while honouring 

the history, traditions, and remarkable legacy upon which our Association has been built. 

I have been privileged to spend more time meeting members across Tasmania in recent 

weeks. Some of the highlights have included: 

Celebrating Sorell Branch’s birthday lunch; 

Attending Lindisfarne Branch’s 85th birthday reception hosted by Clarence City Council; 

Joining the Blue Gum and Derwent Group Forums and hearing about the wonderful work 

being undertaken in local communities, as well as listening to the challenges facing them;  

Attending the inaugural meeting of our newly opened Cleveland Branch; and 

Sharing a lovely afternoon with members at the Lindisfarne High Tea. 

I have felt deeply honoured to be welcomed into these celebrations and have thoroughly 

enjoyed meeting so many of our members. If your Branch has an upcoming event that you 

would like me to attend, please let me know. I would love the opportunity to visit you, hear 

about your Branch, and see firsthand the work you are doing. 

As we gather at Conference, I hope we do so with pride in our past, confidence in our present, 

and excitement about our future. 

Let us continue moving forward together with passion, purpose, and a commitment to leaving 

CWA Tasmania stronger for the women who will follow us. 

From the State Secretary 
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Please remember that Branch paperwork, including Conference and Annual Dinner RSVPs, 

must be submitted to the Association by 31 August 2026. 

I look forward to seeing you all in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country of Study 2026 – SAMOA  
A few facts: 

Samoa is an island country in Polynesia and has two main islands: Upolu and Savai, and many 
smaller islets. It gained independence in 1962. 

• The Chiefly System (Fa’amatai): village life is organized around a traditional system of 

chiefs known as matai, who look after community welfare and settle disputes. 

• Traditional Samoan homes (Fale) feature a domed thatched roof held up by wooden posts, 

completely open-sided with no walls which allows for the cool ocean breeze. 

• Robert Louis Stevenson, the famous Scottish author moved to Samoa in 1890 living in the 

village of Vailima and eventually buried on Mount Vaea. 

• It is known for its rich 3000 year old culture, the breathtaking To-Sua Ocean Trench, world 

class rugby players and fire/knife dancing and intricate body tattooing (tatau). 

• The food is rich, earthy and tropical. It centres around fresh coconut cream, root 

vegetables and fresh seafood or slow cooked meats, are deeply savory and baked using 

an umu (outdoor hot-rock oven). 

I look forward to seeing your projects at Conference. 

We will also announce the new Country of Study for the year to come.  
 

Foreign currency 

Do you have any leftover coins from your recent trip overseas. UNICEF are having a Great 

National Coin Drop. 

This will help with some lifesaving supplies for children in need around the world. The drop will 

happen later in the year. If you have any surplus coins then you can send them to me or drop 

into State Office. You can also bring them to Conference. 

Lesley Young AO, International Officer 

 

Smith Family Child Sponsorship 

A birthday card and a gift voucher for $50 was sent to the Smith Family on behalf of CWA in 

Tasmania to support Tameeah in her schooling and with her life in general.  

International 

 

If everyone is moving forward together,  

then success takes care of itself.            Henry Ford   
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Around the Regions 

Northern Region 

Acting Northern Group President’s Report 

On 5 August the Northern branches spent a lovely afternoon with State President, Adriana 
Taylor at the Northern President’s Forum, hosted by Lilydale Branch, Adriana and State 
Treasurer, Andrea Street kept us informed on State Office and the ongoing growth of CWA 
around the State. One of the many things discussed was a Northern CSO Day, where the 
branches can come together with our CSO and discuss what support she needs. We will also 
be doing some hands-on making of items over a shared lunch.  Date, time and location to 
follow. 

I was very honoured to receive a invitation to the Cressy Branch 87th Birthday luncheon at 
Longford.  Unfortunately, this event was cancelled due to illness and we wish effected Branch 
members well with a speedy recovery.  This event will be rescheduled after State Conference.

Cleveland Branch is now officially open. The branch will meet on 
the 3rd Saturday of the month at 1.30 pm at St Andrews Inn, 
Cleveland. They already have big plans for getting involved in 
their community. Special thanks to Dorothy Lord from Swansea 
Branch who came along to support these ladies at their first 
meeting. Dorothy presented the ladies with their executive 
badges and a special donation from Swansea Branch. Her words 
of wisdom were very much appreciated. 

I will be looking at the Tamar Valley next with possibilities for a 
new branch next year. Lots of work to be done expanding CWA. 

Congratulations to Lindy Perkins and the team at the Launceston Shop (of which I am a part). 
The shop was nominated for a Launceston Business Award and won the Outstanding 
Specialist Retail Businesses, which is a major achievement for Lindy and her team especially 
when we are all volunteers up against some major Launceston businesses. We were all in 
shock when it was announced at the Awards night; made a fun evening even better. 
Sharon Hutton 

Launceston Shop 
We are thrilled to announce that we won the local Business Award. 

This achievement wouldn’t be possible without the hard work and dedication from all the 
previous and current ladies who worked so hard over the past 70 years. To our subscribers, 
volunteers and customers, thank you so much. If it wasn’t for you the shop wouldn’t survive. 
Here’s to another 70 years. 
Lindy Perkins, Shop Manager 
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Lilydale Branch 
It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces at the President’s Forum on 5 September. We 
were thrilled with the fantastic turnout and enjoyed the opportunity to connect with others in our 
community. 
We’re also busy planning some exciting activities, including a 
community afternoon tea and monthly craft afternoons. These 
events are a great opportunity for locals to come along, find out 
more about what we do, join in an activity, or simply enjoy a cuppa 
and a chat. 
Our President and Treasurer were also delighted to present a 
cheque to Lilydale District School to support their Early Childhood 
Literacy Programs. We’re proud to be able to contribute to 
initiatives that make a positive difference in our local community. 
Katrina Lynch, Acting Secretary 

North-West Region 

North-west Group President’s Report 

Spotlight on: Janine Marthick- President, Circular Head Branch 

Janine has been a member for three years, has a son who lives in 
Canberra with his family and a daughter who lives in Adelaide with her 
family. And has two grandchildren. Janine has been a local for 20 years 
and in a past life volunteered with catering for funerals and Emmerton Park 
Aged Care. Janine’s working life was with Smithton High School where she 
worked in admin and as a teacher’s aide with children with disabilities.  

This is my last report as North-west Group President, but not as a member of CWA. I am so 
immensely proud of all branches in the NW Group, their commitment, compassion, 
communication and community focus. You are all strong and committed to the values and 
direction of CWA going forward and I wanted to say thank you for including me in the journey. 
There is so much to include in this report that it may be long, but it shows how each branch is 
actively seeking information and sources for the changes and issues they see in communities. 

Latrobe has been steaming ahead with the 90th birthday gift to the town and have developed 
working relationships with Latrobe Council and a variety of funding providers. The raffle is 
progressing and while a new concept, is valid and I encourage other members to buy a ticket, 
it would be amazing to have one of the winners in Tasmania. 

Sassafras/Wesley Vale celebrated the birthday with a lovely branch lunch at a café in Latrobe. 
The branch is to be commended for their quiet achievements in Latrobe from support of the 
hospital, their annual flower show and individual support to causes where women and families 
are in need. 

State Secretary
Cross-Out
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Devonport has also celebrated it’s 90th birthday with a high tea. It was also member Elaine’s 
90th birthday the previous week so the celebrations continued.  
Last year, in May, Sassafras Wesley Vale re-established the Friendship Lunch between 
branches. This was a much anticipated get to together in past years.  
Latrobe Branch has agreed to host this year.  
Branches are invited to attend the Friendship Lunch on Monday, 5 October at the Latrobe 
Bowls Club at 12 noon. Please reply with numbers to cwaintasmanialatrobe@gmail.com   
See you there.  

Many policies and documents are currently being updated by your State Executive and will be 
circulated after confirmation, and ratified to allow us to be fully compliant in governance and 
current legislation and standards. This is a process as, for many years, we (the Association) 
have been guided by policies that are a little ineffective in todays volunteer industry. These will 
be distributed to your branch as quickly as possible. Please be patient but ensure your branch 
members understand the implication. State Executive members are available by phone and/or 
email to help. 
Lucy Murfet 

Ulverstone Branch 
With approximately 38 members at the moment, 90% of whom are new to CWA, we had our 
first taste of State Conference preparation at our last meeting to ensure our two delegates 
were aware of how to vote on our behalf. We had a great discussion and insightful comments 
emerged when the seven resolutions were discussed particularly.  
Following this we had a delightful demonstration of Alcohol Inks by local artist, Devone Jones. 
Due to great community interest our branch is embarking on a partnership with Ulverstone 
Neighbourhood House and Trista from Earthly Wonders Wellness to offer Chair Yoga on a 
fortnightly basis. We were also thrilled to secure a grant for an activity planned for Mental 
Health Week in October, involving a collaboration with TANA (Trauma Awareness Network 
Australia), called “Music for Your Mind”.  
Special thanks to our Fundraising Committee, led by Treasurer Helen Dowse, for all their hard 
work with our current Fathers’ Day Raffle. We continue to be amazed at how blessed we are to 
have so much community support evidenced in the raffle prizes and frequent donations of craft 
resources, eg baby wool. 
Jenny Rowden, President 

Sassafras/Wesley 
Vale celebrating it’s 
birthday. 
L to R:  Brooke, Lucy, 
Aileen, Gaye, Keryn, 
Gwen, Phyllis, Lynne, 
Lesley. 

Devonport Branch celebrating it’s 90th. birthday 
L to R: Roslyn, Beryl, Ann, Audrey, Vicki, Lucy, 
Heather, Maureen, Aileen. 

mailto:cwaintasmanialatrobe@gmail.com
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North-West CSO Report 

Bundles, beanies and big hearts!   
Our baby bundles continue to be in high demand and are greatly appreciated by mums and 
families in women’s shelters and maternity wards. It was wonderful to see a recent article 
about them featured in the North-West Regional Hospital, Burnie staff newsletter. Written by 
hospital staff, it is a wonderful endorsement of the contribution CWA is making in our region. 
You can read the full article on the CWA in Tasmania Facebook page. 

At present, we are looking for knitted baby jackets, so if you have some time to spare, your 
handiwork would be very welcome! 

We are also developing a team of ‘couriers’ to help reduce the transport costs associated with 
collecting and distributing CSO donations. Most of these wonderful supporters are not CWA 
members but generously drop off donations while travelling to and from work or making 
personal visits. 

Our recent Facebook call-outs for craft resources have also produced some heart-warming 
results. Sue, for example, recently donated 55 balls of new baby wool! Craft Coordinator, 
Helen Pratt, has the challenging task of organising this impressive stash. NW branches are 
encouraged to contact us if they can utilise any of our wool and/or fabric stock for their craft 
projects. Meanwhile, the steady stream of beanies, scarves, blankets, fingerless gloves, 
twiddlemuffs and other handmade treasures continues, thanks to our generous CWA members 
right across the North-West. 
The NW CSO Committee – Jenny, Helen, Miranda and Katrina 

Southern Region 

Bluegum Group President’s Report 

Bellerive Branch had a very active July. They mounted a 90th Birthday display at Rosny Library 
foyer with crafts and historical items gathered from members. They also delivered a shopping 
trolley full of groceries to Hobart City Mission from Branch members. 
Susan Hogan   

Delivery to Hobart City Mission by 

Yvonne Millington. 

    Rosny Library display        
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Lindisfarne Branch 

After a very successful 85th Birthday celebration, Lindisfarne has 
seen an increase in the number of customers coming into the shop, 
purchasing items and making enquiries regarding membership from 
all areas.  Our own membership has grown as a result.  
As well, we enjoyed a social outing for High Tea, on Sunday 23 
August, with over 35 members, family and friends in attendance at 
Rydges Hotel and several successful ChocTop visits to the 
cinema.. The Hobart Doll Society held a successful show in our 
Hall and many CWA members from the South enjoyed the show.  

We have sent material and wool donated to our branch to local 
groups wanting them and sold some to put funds into CSO 
Lindisfarne.  We used this to purchase new clothing for the RHH 
and items for the Baby Bundles.  Many of our members donated 
clothing and rugs for both the Bundles and Tassie Mums, and of 
course we continued to provide support to our two Neighbourhood 
Houses.   We were a drop off point for Share the Dignity in August 
as well.  
September is a quieter month, with only the normal activities, 
including the CSO South Committee meeting on the first Monday 
of the month, at 10.30 in the Hall. All members of the South are 
welcome to attend. The Craft Group continues to meet on Monday 
mornings and the Dressmaking Group every second Friday, with 
Sweethearts (heart making) on the last Sunday afternoon. The 
Smith Family is the Guest Speaker for the monthly meeting. Fifteen members have indicated 
they are going to the Annual Conference at Brighton. We are providing the supper on Saturday 
and also have taken the job of providing the complimentary bags for delegates and observers 
and look forward to seeing you all there.  
Happy Fathers’ Day to all our male supporters who are amazing Dads too. 
Susan Hogan, President 

Southern CSO 
It’s lovely to say that Spring is on the way. Although we are still having some very cold 
mornings, the garden is waking up and showing us positive signs of spring. We have had a 
busy month with lots going on with donations coming in and going out. There is such a need 
out in the community and thanks to the CWA we are there to help support women, children, 
families and vulnerable people in need. Your donations and support help us all work together to 
try to make a difference in people’s lives. Each of us helps in their own way and everyone is 
appreciated. 

Thanks to everyone for your donations this month. The South has been very fortunate to 
receive a wide range of donations from Branches, individual members and the public. Items 
received this month include: beanies, yarn, baby blankets, pyjamas, grow suits, underwear, 
craft materials, toiletries, socks, sanitary items and many baby goodies for baby bundles. 
Apologies if I have forgotten anything. 

Thanks to Sorell Branch for generously donating baby wipes, nappies, twiddle muffs, turbans 
and some beautiful hearts too. Thanks must also go to Woolworths for a generous donation of 
yarn. Some of our members have been busy sewing the donated knitted and crocheted 
squares together to make blankets for the ABC Winter Appeal. We have also been busy using 

Susan Hogan with the Mayor 
of Clarence, Brendan 
Blomeley at the 85th Birthday 
Reception 
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your lovely donations to make up baby bundles. And thank you to Collinsvale Branch for the 
donation of toiletries etc. for Mara House.  

Donations delivered this month have been made to Short of a Sheet, Tassie Mums, Baby 
Bundles, Orange Sky and the ABC. 
Pam Watkins 

Hobart Gift Shop 
The CWA Hobart Gift Shop has had a revamp, by installing a barcoding system for all their 
items. Recently (14–17 August) the shop was closed to the public while staff from Emerge 
Technology installed new registers complete with bar coding software. At the same time the 
Shop Committee members worked solidly to bar code all the items in the shop. On Tuesday, 
18 August, the shop re-opened and the first of the volunteers used the new point of sale 
system. They have adapted quickly and all has gone well. The new system should reduce 
potential errors that can occur in the sale of items and eliminate the time-consuming data entry 
that office staff were doing. Many thanks to Brady Clements from Emerge Technology for all his 
help in getting the system functional. Thanks also to our subscribers who have been both 
helpful and patient in the couple of weeks pre-implementation. 

Lesley Clementson 

Ranelagh Branch 
Our branch has taken a short break from meetings for July and August as these months are 
our coldest and we all see each other every Friday while we work in the CWA Market Shop. 
During this time we focus on helping each other and the public with learning crafts.  
A member had heard about bags that were being made and given out at a hospital in the UK. 
We discussed the idea and did some research with Royal Hobart 
Hospital and found that the same need existed here and so a busy 
time has been had in making these and adding a thoughtful label to 
each bag . Many were delivered and more will follow.  
From that delivery another project has been added for our crafty 
crochet ladies: making sea creatures for the Royal Hobart Hospital 
‘aquarium’. We are honouring a request from them and more will 
follow, 
A busy time will keep us all working together on these projects. 
Our branch will have a stall at a makers’ market in October to 
promote CWA in the Huon Valley. 
We have a large box of knitted squares ready to give to the ABC . 
Our members spend every Friday working on these and their own craft projects. 
Shirley Tongs  

The first barcode 

Lesley Clementson and Deb Vince 
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Derwent Group President’s Report 

On Monday, 17 August the President’s Forum was held at Brighton CWA Rooms. The Forum 
started with morning tea with the first speaker being Angela Burdon who is the Business 
Development Manager from St John Ambulance. Angela had some very interesting items for 
those of us who have problems with mobility or our hands. Some of the items on display were 
jar openers, key pulls, a tool to help put socks on, but not compression socks as these would 
have to be fitted. She also had a mobility aid called a Space Lite 4.5 kilo walker which folds 
from the side and is easy to operate. She also had a Safe Sure Alarm which would 
call five family members or friends, and one should be to 000 if you have a fall. There were 
many other interesting items for us to look at.  
Our next speakers, Shirley and Janette were from Respect, an aged care provider. They 
encouraged us all to register with My Aged Care. They will ask many questions, ie can you 
shower yourself, who shops for you. They advised that we should all have an enduring Power 
of Attorney and Advanced Care Directive in place. Jeanette will help fill out the paperwork and 
Shirley said we should all plan while we are able.  

Our State President gave more information on the upcoming State Conference.  
Sharn informed us that the badges that had been ordered will be available soon. 

Thank you to those who attended and I hope that you found it informative and interesting. 
Sherryl Monks 

Online Branch 
We were pleased to make a submission to Biosecurity Tasmania via the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania on behalf of the Association for the Primary 
Produce Safety Regulations Phase 2. Earlier in the year the Association made a 
submission to Phase 1 highlighting the impacts of the proposed regulations on CWA 
activities, other food distribution networks and individual and commercial growers of leafy 
vegetables including herbs, melons and berries. You may have observed the groundswell 
of support coming from all sectors of our community against government overreach around 
the proposed regulations, which will, without doubt, have a negative and significant impact 
on anyone growing produce items listed above. In an 11th hour decision Premier Rockliff 
announced “If there is one clear takeaway from this, it’s that nobody will be regulated out 
of growing, sharing or selling local food in their community." 
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/latest-news/2026/july/backing-in-our-backyard-growers As 
members of CWA our collective voice, lobbying and representations ensure government at 
all levels is held accountable for overreach in legislation and regulations where they cause 
unreasonable and unfair outcomes for our society. We encourage all CWA members to 
elevate women’s voices in our communities.  
Tania Brookes, President / Denise Fordyce, Secretary Online Branch 

Hawley Holiday Home 

September is here, and with a breath of spring in the air we our expecting our guests will be 
spending their time during their stay at the CWA Hawley Holiday Home taking walks, riding 
bikes and taking a brave step to dip their toes into the sea. 
We have continued to have a wonderful response from all our guests that the new flooring has 
been an excellent choice and over the winter months has made the home feel warmer and 
more homely. If interested in booking a break in 2027 please do not hesitate to contact the 
cwahawleyholidayhome@gmail.com 
Helen Dowse 

mailto:cwahawleyholidayhome@gmail.com
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State Handcrafts and Home Industries 

Seeing the entries put forward in the Edna Rundle 
Award is one of the highlights of State Conference. 
The CWA members who enter their best work, be it 
knitting, sewing, crochet, embroidery or whatever, 
should be commended for putting their items forward; 
they are always amazing. If you are entering this year 
please send your entry forms in asap. Entries must 
then be dropped off at conference by 12.00 pm on 
Friday, 10 September. The State Handcraft and Home 
Industries General Meeting starts at 4,00 pm on that 
day of followed by the AGM. We hope many of you 
will join us there. 

Please let me know if your branch hasn’t yet seen the 
90th Birthday Quilt that has been travelling around the 
State. It will be at conference but if you would like to 
view it “in person” after that we can arrange this 
through your Group President. 
Jane Norrish 
Chair, State H&HI 

Contact Info 

Address:  U2/16 Albert Road, Moonah  Tas  7009 
 PO Box 76, Moonah   Tas  7009 

Phone: (03) 6231 3706
Email: admin@cwaintasmania.com.au

Website:    https://cwaintasmania.com.au/ 
 editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 

State Editor:  editor@cwaintasmania.com.au 

Special thanks to Marcus Vermey and his staff for printing our News and Views each month. 
CWA in Tasmania much appreciates this support.  

mailto:admin@cwaintasmania.com.au
https://cwaintasmania.com.au/
mailto:editor@cwaintasmania.com.au
mailto:editor@cwaintasmania.com.au



